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SYNOPSIS

Zpovéd'
Magdaléna Trusinova

Sexualni zneufZiti ditéte zasahne nejen obét, ale i jeji okoli. Zistane po ném rana, ktera nikdy nezmizi.

Jak k né¢emu takovému dojde? Co vSechno to vyvold a zapficini? A jak se s tim da naudit Zit?
Odpovédi nabizi hrdinka dokumentu Zpovéd.

Confession
Magdaléna Trusinova

Sexual abuse of a child hits the victim as well as its surroundings. A wound that never disappears is

created. How does something this terrible happen? What does it cause and is it possible to learn live
with it? The answers are provided by the hero of a documentary called Confession.
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Mladsi zena: Podle mé je hlavnim problémem to, ze u spousty lidi v cirkvi je cirkev a jeji
dobry jméno na prvnim misté. A Ze nechtéj vidét, co se déje, a ze nechtéj pravé ukazovat
cirkev ve Spatnym svétle.

(mirné huceni z dalky)

MladSi zena: Tak ja bych fekla nejdfiv to, ze na to bylo nejhorsi to, zZe to byl jeden z uplné
nejblizsich lidi a byl to rodinny pritel. Casto ¢asto se vyskytoval u nas doma, chodil k nam na
vecefe a podobné a jezdili jsme spoleCné na vylety. A a vSichni ho milovali ve farnosti, byla
to takova charismaticka osobnost, za kterou vSichni jdou a ktery vSichni véfi. A tady toho pak
na zavér zneuzil, ty my slabosti. Potom jsem vnimala, ze si, Ze si... Zpétné jsem si
uvédomila, Ze si tu cestu pfipravoval deli dobu, Ze se vic a vic dostaval do my blizkosti a
ze, ze se ke mné choval tak, jak se jak asi neni upIné bézny, aby se dospély muz choval k
détem, natoz knéz. A Ze v ramci hiakych her mé& mé rizné rizné uchopoval tak, ze se mé
dotykal... jesté se to jako nedalo povazovat za néjaky zneuzivani, ale bylo... Pozdé&ji jsem si
uv&domila, Ze uz si pfipravoval tu cestu. Ze mé& hodné &asto braval na klin a hodné pevné
mé objimal. A potom potom z na$i farnosti odesel a my jsme po néjaky dobé za nim zacali s
rodiCi dojizdét na navstévy. TakzZe jsme byli ubytovani v klastefe, kde jsem si to prostredi
zamilovala. A jesté vic se prohloubil muij vztah k nému, k cirkvi i k Bohu.

(zvuk zaclon, otevira se okno, zacinka hrnek)
Tazatelka: Jak jste prozivala to nataCeni, kdyz jsme to chystaly?

Mladsi Zena: No tak ze za¢atku jsem tim, jsem jsem tim dost Zila. ProtoZe jsem se svym
zpusobem citila néjak zodpovédna za to, co do toho pfinesu za podnéty, za kontakty na dalSi
lidi. A potom jsem si uvédomila, Ze se tim zabyvam moc a Ze to vlastné neni jako moje
starost uz. Jinak pro mé bylo naro¢ny to prvni nataceni, kde jsem vlastné mluvila o tom
samotnym cinu.

(mirné huceni z dalky)

Mladsi Zena: Vlastné bylo zvykem, Ze vZzdycky pfi navstévé jsme postupné Sli k nému ke
zpoveédi. A tak jsem... Ja jsem Sla prvni jednou. A uz béhem bé&hem ty zpovédi pusobil jinak,
nez bézné, byl nervézni a nesoustfedény. A jsem citila, Ze se néc...ze néco neni v poradku.
No a potom potom potom si mé vzal k sobé zase na klin. A za¢al mi fikat, jak mé ma rad a
Ze Ze jsem uz vyrostla, vod ty doby, co jsem tam byla byla naposledy a Ze uz nejsem mala
holCi¢ka, Zze uz Ze uz je ze mé sle¢na. TakzZe takZze mé zacal svlikat a osahavat. To jsem
chtéla utyct, hrozné jsem se toho lekla a nechapala jsem, jak to mize jak to muze délat jako
¢l... jako dospélej i jako knéz. Bala jsem se, co bude nasledovat, bala jsem se, co bude s
nim, kdyby se to né&jak provalilo, protoZze mi na néj hrozné zaleZelo. No. Potom potom potom
mi sundal i kalhoty, Fikal mi, jak jsem krasna, a ja jsem ja jsem chtéla utyct, chtéla jsem mu
fict, Ze to délat nemUze, ale nemohla jsem délat vibec nic, protoze jsem byla Uplné zamrzla.
Nemohla jsem se ani pohnout. No. Pak jesté byl.. nasledovaly dalSi véci. A a pot... potom mi
fekl, Zze Ze to nesmim nikomu fice, Ze to zlstane nase tajemstvi a a tak no. A pak jsem $la
pry&, zavolala jsem rodiCe, jako aby $li dalSiho, na zpovéd. A uz v tu chvili jsem jsem jsem
nevédeéla vabec, co co mam délat. A chtéla jsem to hrozné nékomu fict, nechtéla jsem s tim
byt sama, ale védéla jsem, Zze o tom nesmim mluvit.

Prix Bohemia Radio | Vinohradskd 12, 120 99 Prague 2 | Czech Republic | www.prixbohemiaradio.cz



http://www.prixbohemiaradio.cz/

The younger woman: In my opinion, the main problem is that for many people in the church,
the church itself and its reputation are the top priorities. And those people are not interested
in what happens and are not willing to besmirch the church.

(moderate humming in the distance)

The older woman: Well, first of all, | would like to say that the worst thing was that he was
one of the closest people, he was a family friend. Often, he would came to our home, he
dined with us and so on, we went on trips together. And in the parish, everybody loved him,
he was a charismatic person to whom everyone comes and trusts. And that is what he took
advantage of in the end, he took advantage of my weakness/vulnerability. | then could sense
that... that... Retrospectively, | realised he had been paving his way for a long time, he had
been more and more getting closer and closer to me and that he had acted towards me in a
way that is not really common for an adult man to treat a child, let alone a priest. And that as
part of some games, he would grab me so that he could touch me... back than it could not
really be considered some sort of an abuse, however, it was.. Later, | realised that he had
been paving his way. That he would often have me sit on his lap and hug me pretty tightly.
And then, then he left our parish and after some time me and my parents would go and visit
him.

So we stayed in a monastery and | fell in love with the place. And my relationship with him,
with the church, as well as with God got even more intensive.

(a sound of a curtain, a window opening, a cup clicking)
Interviewer: How did you feel during the recording, when we were getting things ready?

The younger woman: Well, in the beginning, | was completely soaked in. It was because in a
way | felt somehow responsible for what impulse and contacts to other people | might bring
to it. And then | realised that | was way too much into it and that it was actually no longer my
business. Otherwise, the first recording was rather demanding for me, as | actually talked
about the act itself.

(moderate humming in the distance)

The younger woman: Actually, when we visited him, it became a habit to go one by one and
confess to him. And so I... Once, | went first. And already then, during the confession, he
acted differently than usual, he was nervous and lacked attention. And | could feel that
some... that something was wrong. And then, then, then he again took me on his lap. And he
started to tell me how much he liked me and that that | had grown since he had last seen me
and that | was not a little girl any more, and that | turned into a young lady. And so, so he
started to undress and grope me. At that moment, | wanted to run away, it really scared me
and | couldn't understand how he could, as a hum..., as an adult and as a priest do that. |
was afraid of what could happen next, | was afraid what would happen to him if someone
spilled the beans because | really cared about him. Well. Then, then, then he even took his
pants off, he told me how beautiful | was and | wanted, | wanted to run away, | wanted to tell
him that he mustn't do that but | couldn't do absolutely anything, as | was completely
paralysed. | could not move a single bit. Well, and then he was... more things happened. And
and th... then he told me | was not supposed to tell anyone, it should have been our secret
and and so on. And then | left, | called my parents to be next with their confessions. And
already at that moment | had, | had, | had absolutely no idea what to do. And | desperately
wanted to tell someone about it, | didn't want to be alone with the situation, however, | knew |
mustn't talk about it.
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Rozhodnout se k tomu, Ze feknete: mné se stalo to a to, to je vlastné hrozné velky krok, a je
taky nevratny. O ¢em o ¢em vSem jste pfemyslela, nez nez jste se rozhodla, Ze ho udélate?

No mUj i zamér na zacatku byl, aby to bylo vic konkrétni. Aby tam nebyly slySet jenom samy
zastfeny hlasy a zménény jména, vyhybavy komentafe a zmény prostfedi. Aby to bylo né&jak
vic uchopitelny. A aby to mohlo, ta vypovéd vic mluvit za tu celou véc. Je to... Na jednu
stranu to je pravé takovy zvlastni pocit, Ze Clovék opravdu... Ze jde s tou kiizi opravdu na trh.
Ze se odhali na vefejnosti. TakZe se to ve mné tak jako pralo, jestli teda jako dat vic jako
prednost ty konkrétnosti, nebo nebo teda vic si zachovat néjakou svoji anonymitu.

(mirné huceni z dalky)

Mlads$i Zena: A tak to... ten €as mam zkreslenej, uz si to jako ne... Nevim, jak to bylo
Casové, ale docela dlouho jsem to vydrzela, o tom nemluvit. Potom potom ho vlastné zase
presunuli nazpatek do nasi farnosti a on, on se zacal zase hodné ochomytat okolo nasi
rodiny. Chodil zase k nam na navstévy. A byl hrozné arogantni, sebestfedny. A to jako
naprosto objektivné, Ze si toho vSimali i rodi€e. A... a ja uz jsem se na néj nemohla koukat. A
potom potom jednou takhle, to bylo o Vanocich myslim, se rozhodlo, Ze bude zase zpovéd u
nas, v mym pokoji a tam, a tam se o to pokusil znovu, ale ale tentokrat se mé zeptal, jestli
chci, aby na mé sahal, a ja jsem Fekla, ze ne. A Sla jsem a pak ten den vecer jsem to fekla
rodi¢iim. Jejich teda prvni reakci byla, Ze ze si to musim vymejslet, jelikoz (pip) je dokonalej
Clovék. Ne, takhle to oni jako nefekli, ale takovy takovy o ném méli vSichni smysleni, Ze ze je
to Uzasnej faraf, kterej se skvéle stara o farnost a o svoje ovecky. Ale kdyz jsem je ujistila o
tom, Ze si to opravdu nevymejslim, tak... tak mi uvéfili. A §li za nim a jeho jeho prvni reakce
byla ta, Ze Ze to méa vyFeSeny, Ze s tim byl u zpovédi. Ze uZ Ze uZ to neni jako jeho véc
nebo....

(zvuk bzucaku, dvefe, kroky po schodech)
Starsi Zena: Tak pojdte dal, tady.
Tazatelka: Dékujem.

StarsSi Zena: Mé to pak i mrzelo, Ze to tak jako chapala, Ze jsme ji nevéfili. To pak nékdy tak
jako fikala, ale to nebylo, Ze bych ji nevéfila. Spis to byl opravdu tak obrovskej Sok, Ze to pro
mé bylo takovy: No to snad neni mozny! Jako. TakzZe to je...to je...no. Prosté Sokova situace.

Tazatelka: A jak to bylo, kdyz jste konfrontovala knéze, ktery sexualné zneuzil vasi dceru?

Starsi Zena: No tak ta prvni reakce byla jako, Ze to nepopfel, v podstaté to pfiznal, ale
zaroven jako ihned jako fekl, ze uZ je to vyfeSeny, Ze s tim byl u zpovédi, a v podstaté to pro
néj byla jako jakoby vyfeSena situace. Coz je taky jako stradny, zZe jo, jako by zpovéd néco
vyfesila.
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To make the decision and tell someone that: this and that happened to me, it is actually such
a big step, and it is irreversible. What all did you think of before you decided to do it? Well,
my intention in the beginning was for the recording to be more concrete, so that it is more
than just blurred voices and changed names, vague comments and changes in environment.
| wanted it to be easier to grasp. And | wanted it, the testimony to speak for the whole issue.
Itis... On the one hand, it is actually that strange feeling that you are putting yourself out
there. That you go naked in public. So | kind of struggled whether to actually be more specific
or to keep some anonymity.

(moderate humming in distance)

The younger woman:

And so it... that period is quite blurry, | kind of don't... | don't remember the timeframe, but |
managed not to talk about it for quite some time. Then, then he was transferred back to our
parish and he, he again started to hang out quite a lot with my family. We would come to visit
us again. And he was rather arrogant and self-centred. This time it was purely objective, even
my parents kept noticing. And.. and | couldn't even look at him. And then, then one day, |
think it was Christmas, it was decided that the confession will yet again take place at our
home, in my room, and there, and there he made another attempt, but but this time, he
asked me whether | wanted him to touch me, and | said no. And | went, that very same
evening, and told my parents. Well, their first response was like that that | must be making it
up, as (beep) is such a perfect human being. No, they didn't really say it like that, but
everyone thought of him in that that way, that he was an amazing priest who took excellent
care of the parish and his sheep. However, when | assured them | was not making it up,
then... then they started to believe me. And when they confronted him, his first reaction was
like it was no longer an issue as he had already gone to confession. That it wasn't it wasn't
his business any more or...

(a door buzz, a door, steps on the staircase)
The older woman: Come on in, this way.

Interviewer: Thank you.

The older woman: | even felt sorry later that she took it that way, that we didn't believe her.
She then sometimes said that. However, it was not like | wouldn't trust her. It was more that it
was so shocking that for me, it was like : It can't be true, right ? So, itis... itis...well. Simply a
shocking situation.

The older woman: Well, his first reaction was like, he didn't deny it, he more or less admitted
that he had done it, but at the same time he immediately said that the issue was solved as he
went to confession and that for him, the situation was somehow resolved. Which is a terrible
thing as well, right, it's like a confession would solve anything.
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DalSi véc je, ze jako se spoustu véci takhle kryje, Zze je na to...ze je to vazany zpovédnim
tajemstvim. Ale myslim si, Ze i jako tohleto by se dalo oSetfit tim, Ze ten dotyCnej, kterej jako
tomu ¢lovéku to rozhfeSeni da, kdyz za nim pfijde vlastné s néjakym kriminalnim ¢inem, tak
by zaroven mu mél fict: “Ale jdi to feSit se .... s jako svétskou moci, jo?” Protoze si myslim,
Ze tady je na to prosté trestni pravo a je v pofadku, si myslim, Ze by se to mélo feSit pfes
trestni pravo. Takze todleto, tak jako vidim velky selhani, ze jako ze to ty lidi takhle nefesi, ze
jako to tim smetou, uzavfou, schova se to a je to Spatné, no.

Tazatelka: Dokazete vyjmenovat, co vSechno vam to vzalo?

StarSi Zzena: Tak vlastné od té doby, kdy jsem se to dozvédéla a kdy se to vlastné potom
zacalo i néjakym zpusobem projevovat, tak od té doby uplynulo neuvéfitelnych deset let,
které ja pro sebe a pro svij Zivot charakterizuju jako deset prosté nechci fict Upiné
ztracenych let, ale kazdopadné let, ktera nam pfinesla obrovskeé stresy, obrovské bolesti,
feSeni velkych probléma skolnich i jejich fyzickych, o kterych se plvodné vlastné ani ....
nebo ktera plvodné ani jako nebyla spojovana jako tady s tim traumatem. Takze bylo to
opravdu tézké obdobi, v podstaté skoncilo takové to obdobi bezstarostného détstvi, a tim
vlastné i obdobi takového toho hezkého bezstarostného détstvi i pro nas, pro rodi¢e. Protoze
od té doby jsme prozivali opravdu hodné tézkosti.

. To jsme fesili pfes neurologii a vlastné si mé ty doktofi prehazovali sem tam a jsem
vystfidala vicero pracovist, brala jsem na to Ié.. |éKy, které jsou navykove a poz.. pozdéji
jsem méla i s tim potize. A vlastné nikdo nevédél, z E¢eho ty moje zaskuby, tfesy pochazeji,
kde to ma plvod. A byla jsem na nejriiznéjSich vySetfenich a nikde se nic nenaslo,
neobjevilo. Dokonce i na genetice jsem byla. A potom az mnohem pozdé&ji se se to spojilo
pravé s tim, co jsem prozila pfedtim. No. Jinak zaroven s tim jsem méla a mam uzkosti,
deprese, pocity, Ze nic nema smysl, Ze si nezaslouzim zit a Ze jsem k nicemu. Mivala jsem
hlavné dfiv no¢ni mury, flashbacky, kdy jsem si pofad znova dokola vybavovala a znovu
prozivala nejen tuhle udalost. Jeden, jedna z nejhorSich asi véci, co... co potom teda
nasledovaly, tak je nekontrolovatelny naval emoci jako strach, bezmoc, vztek, bolest, jakoby
mi nékdo zarazil kudlu do hrudi, zoufalstvi. A kdyz pfijde tenhle naval, tak mam pocit, Ze ze
sebe musim strhnout kiizi nebo néjak se toho prosté zbavit a nevim jak.

Tazatelka: Kolik vam bylo let?

Mlads$i Zena: Ja jsem dlouhou, dlouho, dlouhou, dlouhou dobu Zila v domnéni, Ze se to stalo
v roce 2004, kdy mi bylo 9 let. Nevim vibec, pro€ jsem si zafixovala tenhle datum, tenhle rok.
Né&jak jsem to brala jako fakt a postupem €asu, kdy se, kdy jsem si zaCala vybavovat dalSi
vzpominky tfeba s tim spojeny nebo i rizny dal$i asovy Useky, tak jsem si to vlastné
zaradila do roku 2011, do roku 2006, kdy mi bylo 11 let. No... coz teda vlastné tady to, ze
jsem si 8p... Ze jsem Zila v tyhle pfedstavé, Ze to by rok 2004, ani jsem o tom néjak
nepfemyslela, tak to mi vlastné... vlastné zapficinilo to, Ze policie nakonec uznala muj pfipad
jako promiceny. Jinak to, jesté jsem to byla mohla stihnout. Ve chvili, kdy jsem podavala
trestni ozndmeni, tak to je$té promiéeny nebylo.

Tazatelka: Co vas pfimélo k tomu, podat trestni oznameni?
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Another thing is that many issues are covered like this, it is ... they are bound by the seal of
confession. However, | believe, even this could be taken care of, when the person who gives
the absolution to someone who comes to him about a crime, they should also tell them :
"Okey, but go and solve it with... with a secular authority, will you?”, because | simply believe
criminal law applies here and it is just fine, I think, it should be solved applying criminal law.
So this, this is what | see as a big failure that these people don't solve it that way and they
actually get rid of it like that, close it, it gets covered and that is not right, you know.
Interviewer: Are you able to name what all it has taken from you ?

(a sigh, browsing through sheets of paper)

The older woman: Well, actually, since | learnt about it and when everything started to
somehow show, it has been incredible ten years which for myself and for my life, | label as, |
don't really want to say completely lost years, but anyway, it was ten years that brought us
enormous stress and pain, we had to deal with big problems at school, as well as her
physical issues which, in the beginning didn't even... which were actually originally not
interpreted in the context of that trauma. So it really was a difficult period, the period of
carefree childhood essentially ended, hence the end of the nice carefree childhood/parenting
for us parents, too, as we have experienced a lot of difficulties ever since.

The younger woman: Then, | started to have tics, such as chattering my teeth or twitching
and shivering of my body, | felt dizzy and anxious. | went to see a neurologist and actually,
doctors kept sending me back and forth from one medical centre to another, | took some
drugs...drugs that are psychotropic and lat...later, even with the pills, | had problems. And
nobody actually knew what caused the twitching, shivering, where it all came from. | had
various examinations done, none of which actually showed any cause, they showed nothing.
I even had some genetic tests done. Only later, much later, my problems were associated
with what | had been though. Well. Anyways, at the same time, | did and | still feel anxious,
depressed, | feel that nothing makes sense, that | don't deserve to live and that | am good for
nothing. Mainly, | used to have nightmares, flashbacks when | would again and again picture
and again live though not only this event. Maybe one of the worst things that... that followed
later is the uncontrollable surge of emotions such as fear, helplessness, anger, like someone
stabs me in my back, despair. And when such surge of emotions attacks me, | feel like | have
to tear my skin off or somehow just get rid of it and | don't know how.

Interviewer: How old were you?

The younger woman: For a long, long, long, long time, | believed it happened in 2004 when |
was 9. | have no idea why | remembered that date, that year. | simply took it as a fact and
over time, when |, when | started to recall other memories, sometimes related to it or some
other time periods, then | actually placed it in 2011, in 2006 when | was 11. It was actually
this, the fact that | wro... that | had the wrong idea it happened in 2004, | didn't think about
that much... it was the reason why the police, in the end, found my case time-barred.
Otherwise, | could have made it. At the time | filed the criminal complaint, the case was not
yet time-barred.

Interviewer: What made you file the criminal complaint?
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MladSi Zzena: To, Ze jsem se octla na Uplnym dnu a pfiznala jsem si kone¢né, jak mi to znicilo
zivot. A jak jsem ho porad predtim chranila, i cirkev jsem chranila, a pro moje okoli, hlavné
teda rodie nep...nepochopitelné jsem chranila cirkev. A potom... potom uz jsem dospéla do
stadia, kdy jsem, kdy jsem se néjak zdraveé nastvala, kdy jsem si fekla, Ze uz nechci zUstat v
pozici obéti a ze pokud to neudélam, ze pofad zUstanu v tom kouté se kréit. A... Takze
jsem... takze jsem se rozhodla, ze podam to trestni oznameni a v tom... to bych... nevim,
jestli bych toho vlibec nékdy byla schopna nebyt SASY, kde jsem dostala podporu, kterou
jsem potiebovala.

(zvuky ulice, auta)

Mladsi zena: Tak SASA pro meé je hodné dullezita, a pravé v tom, ze... i kdyz... i kdyz se
treba nékdo snazi vas pochopit, porozumét, tak nikdy to nemuze uplné pochopit, jako ¢lovek,
ktery si tim sam proSel. To je ten hlavni nosnej prvek toho, Ze jo, ta svépomoc. A to ze jsme
si navzajem jinou oporou, nez mizeme mit tfeba v jinejch blizkejch lidech, v rodiné nebo
mezi pfateli nebo tak. Ale to, to ma jesté takovou jinou dimenzi.

(zvuky pokoje)

Mlads$i zena: Jsou to dva roky, co chodim na SASU a za tu dobu se toho hodné zmeénilo.
Kromé toho, Ze jsem teda zacala chodit na SASU, tak jsem i navétivila odborniky z fad
psychologu a psychiatrd, takze vlastné v kombinaci obojiho se mi podafilo néjak se posunout
dal. Nemuzu Fict, Zze by se za ty dva roky prace odstranily vSechny nasledky, ale mgj zivot je
nesrovnatelné lepsi. A pfipadam si upIné jako jiny ¢lovék.

(Susténi papirt)

StarSi Zzena: Tady jsem si zapsala tfeba moje omyly, jo. MUj tfeba velkej omyl byl, ze je
mozny zapomenout. A Ze nasledky snad nebudou tak jako zlé. Si myslim, Ze je to tieba
Castej omyl jako téch, kterym se tfeba ty obéti svéfi, Zze prosté jedina moznost je zapomenout
na to, uz o tom moc nemluvit, moc se v tom nebabrat jako, nezaobirat se tim, zapomenout. A
Ze to snad jako neni tak zly. Pak dal$i omyl je, Ze se to pFehani. Ze to neni mozné. | kdyz to
tak nevypada, tak dycky prosté to provéfit, protoze neni jisté, Ze se to prosté prehani. Pak
dalsi véc je, Ze chce tieba nékdo poskodit cirkev, Ze to déla schvalné. A tak si myslim....
myslim, Ze jedina moznost je Fict pravdu, Ze ta pravda stejné vzdycky vyplave na povrch.
TakzZe néco jako skryvat, zametat jako cirkvi rozhodné neprospéje. Pak dalsi omyl je, zZe si
Clovék nesmi dovolit hnév. Nenavist. Je to pfirozeny a prosté patfi to k tomu. Pak dalsi véc,
Ze neni dobfe podat trestni oznameni. Je uréité dobfe podat trestni oznameni. Resit to hned.
Dal3i omyl je, Ze Clovék musi vzdy a rychle odpustit. Prosté je to dlouhodobej proces a neni
mozna nikoho... nikoho nutit jako se s tim rychle vypofadat. No.
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The younger woman: The fact that | hit the rock bottom and finally admitted to myself how
much it had screwed my life. And how much | had protected him before others. | protected
the church, too, and people near me, mainly my parents, didn't at all understand why |
protected the church so much. And then... then | grew into a stage when I, when | got upset
in a healthy way, and | told myself | didn't want to be in the rdle of a victim any more and that
if | didn't do it, | would stay crouching in a corner. And... so | ... | decided to file the criminal
complaint and that... | wouldn't ... | don't really know if | would ever be able to do that if it
wasn't for SASA where | received all the support | needed.

(street noise, cars)

The younger woman: SASA is actually very important to me, in the sense that... even
though...even thought somebody might be trying to understand you, to get you, nobody can
actually fully understand, unlike someone who has been though the same like you. That is
the main bearing of it, right, the self-help. And it is the fact that we support each other in a
different way then the support we can find among people that are close to us, among family
or friends, or so. This, this has yet another dimension.

(room noises)

The younger woman : It has been two years that | go to SASA, and over that time, a lot has
changed. Besides SASA, | have seen several specialists (psychologists and psychiatrists),

so actually, with the combination of both, | have managed to move on. | can't say in the two
years all the after-effects have been eliminated, my life is incomparably better than before,

though. And | feel as a completely different person.

(sheets of paper rustling)

The older woman: Here, | have jotted down my mistakes. One of my big mistakes was the
fact that | thought it was possible to forget. And that the after-effects might actually not be so
bad. | believe that is for example a common mistake of those to whom the victims come to
confide... that the only way is to forget about it, not to talk about it much any more, not to
rake over it much, not to be occupied with it, forget. And that hopefully, it is not that bad. And
then, another mistake is to think that it is overestimated. That it is not possible. Even though
it might not seem like it, always double check, as one can never be sure it has been
overestimated. And then another thing is, someone might simply want to harm the church,
and that they are doing it on purpose....l think the only way is to tell the truth. The truth
always comes out. So hiding things, sweeping them under the carpet won't make any good
to the church. And then, another mistake is when one thinks anger is not allowed. Hater. It is
natural and it is part of it. Then another thing, to think that filing a complaint is not good. It
really is Okey to file a complaint. To deal with it right away. Another mistake is to think that
one must always and quickly forgive. Simply put, it is a long-term process and no-one
should...no-one should be forced to quickly come to terms with it, you know.
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Mladsi zena: Nejdfiv, kdyz mi bylo 15 let, tak jsem se snaZzila ze vSech sil odpustit, protoze
jsem si myslela, Ze to jediny je cesta ven. Ze se od toho m@zu n&jak osvobodit, kdyz
odpustim. A fakt jsem chtéla odpustit. A tou dobou jsem se s tim ¢lovékem i seSla. A on mé o
odpusténi pozadal. Nicméné ja jsem necitila, Ze by to bylo upfimny. A vét3inu toho ¢asu, co
jsme spolu mluvili, tak se viceméné litoval. A fikal vlastné, jak jsem mu tim zkazila zivot, kolik
ma ted zakazl, Ze nesmi vlastné délat to, co ma rad a v ¢em je dobry. Nicméné ja jsem si
myslela, ze jsem mu opravdu odpustila. Momentalné znova tu otazku odpusténi oteviram a
uvazuju nad tim i, jestli to neni hfich, neodpustit. Jak to teda je. ProtoZe lidi odpustili
nejriznéjsi zloginy. No. Rikala jsem si, Ze by to... Ze bych se neméla uzavirat do toho, Ze to
prosté nejde. Ze bych tomu méla byt n&jak oteviena. A nevim, jestli to jednou pfijde, ale asi
nebudu na sebe néjak tlacit, ale budu tomu oteviena, necham tomu néjakych zpisobem
volny pribéh.

Tazatelka: Do vézeni se knéz, ktery nasi hrdince ublizoval, nikdy nedostal. Policie proSetfila
trestni oznameni, konstatovala, ze ke zneuziti ditéte doSlo, a pfipad uzavrela s tim, ze uz je
promi€eny. Cirkevni soud knézi ulozil zakaz Cinnosti, Kdyz rodi€e zneuzité divky po jisté
dobé zjistili, Ze je agresor opét ve sluzbé, protestovali. Celou véc pak posuzoval i Vatikan.
Doty¢ny nakonec na svou zadost opustil fady knézi. Divka, kterou jste slySeli, nebyla jeho
jedinou obéti.
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The younger woman: First, when | was 15, | tried my best to forgive, because | though that
was the only way out. That if | forgive, | can free myself from it. And | truly wanted to forgive.
That was the time when | even met up with him. And he asked me for my forgiveness.
However, | didn't feel it would be sincere. And most of the time we spent talking, he more or
less felt sorry for himself. And he actually said that | had ruined his life, what all he had been
banned from, that he is actually not allowed to do what he likes and what he is good at.
Nonetheless, | thought | have truly forgiven him. Currently, | have been dealing with the
matter of forgiveness again and | have been even thinking whether it is a sin not to forgive.
How it actually is. For people have forgiven various crimes. Well, | thought it would.. | should
not withdraw into the fact that it is simply not possible. That | should stay somehow open to it.
I am not sure it might come one day. | am not going to put any pressure on me, | will remain
open to it, | will somehow let things run their own course.

Interviewer: The priest who hurt the protagonist never went to prison. The police investigated
the complaint, found that child sexual abuse had been committed, and closed the case by
saying the case was time-barred. The ecclesiastical court banned the priest from practising
his profession. When the parents of the abused girl later found out that the aggressor was
back in service, they filed a complaint. The issue was then dealt with in the Vatican City.
Upon his own request, the priest in question in the end left the ministry. The girl whose
testimony you have heard was not his only victim.
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