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40-Day-0Old Infant Rescued from Flood Returns
to Karkop as Village Marks One Month Since
the Disaster

40denni dité zachranéné pred povodni se vraci
do Karkopu, vesnice si pripomina mésic od
katastrofy

by
Anna Harutyunyan

Public Radio of Armenia / Public Radio of Armenia

Prix Bohemia Radio | Vinohradskd 12, 120 99 Prague 2 | Czech Republic | www.prixbohemiaradio.cz



http://www.prixbohemiaradio.cz/

SYNOPSIS

40 opwywl thnephyp gphtintnhg thpyyby nL wpntu 2wpynih £ yEpwnwpab). gyninnud wntinp
1 wdhul BU wdthnthnwd

Uw npwdwunhy hwdwdwpnyuwjhu wwuwndnieinil £, npnud yw npwdwunhy, gpbret nnptpgwywu
2nownuwna W thnephy hpwze:

®nephl Swlwl hhdw wpnbl nwnhyh wwwhny gapynud k. Gpp dedwlw® uwwndtl, ph huswbu
E thpyyb ophtinknhg, tipp punwdtup Uh pwlh opwlwl Ep: ®nephyl hp 2 pnyptinh htn L2wpynth
agjninnud B wwpnud, hGug wju qynunnud, npp Jwjhuh 26-hu wdpnnondhu Ynpgptp Ep uwl
wnwnwehl w2huwnhh htwn: Qnnh pbwyhsubpu wnbwnhg hbnn udwg-Ywdwg hptug wnubpu Gu
Jtpwnwnunwd: @phtintinhg htwnn hhdw £ nangdwl oph U uwwuncd, wuncd 5UT wyghUbiph Yup
onipp tnwpwy, Ujnwa Yeup® wnwlg oph, snpwuncd E:

40-Day-Old Infant Rescued from Flood Returns to Karkop as Village Marks One Month Since the
Disaster

A Dramatic Story of Survival and a Small Miracle: 40-Day-Old Baby Rescued from Flood Returns to
Karkop. Forty-day-old baby Yana, who was rescued from the devastating flood, is now safely back in
Karkop, resting in her grandmother’s protective arms. When she grows up, her family will tell her the
incredible story of how she survived the flood just days after being born. Yana now lives in Karkop with
her two sisters — the same village that, on May 26, was completely cut off from the outside world due
to the disaster. Slowly, the residents are returning to their homes, trying to rebuild what was lost. But
challenges remain. After the floodwaters receded, a new hardship emerged: the lack of irrigation
water. Villagers say half of their orchards were washed away, and the rest are withering without water.
Karkop is still healing — but the return of baby Yana is a symbol of hope amid the devastation.

40denni dité zachranéné pred povodni se vraci do Karkopu, vesnice si pfipomina mésic od
katastrofy

Dramaticky pfibéh o pFeziti a maly zazrak: 40denni dité zachrdnéné pred povodni se vraci do Karkopu.
Ctyficetidenni miminko Yana, které bylo zachranéno pted ni¢ivou povodni, je nyni v bezpeti v Karkopu
a odpociva v ochranné naruci své babicky. Az vyroste, bude ji rodina vypravét neuvéfitelny pfibéh o
tom, jak prezila povoden jen nékolik dni po narozeni. Yana nyni Zije v Karkopu se svymi dvéma sestrami
— ve stejné vesnici, kterd byla 26. kvétna zcela odfiznuta od okolniho svéta kvlli katastrofé. Obyvatelé
se pomalu vraceji do svych domovl a snazi se obnovit to, co bylo ztraceno. Problémy vsak pretrvavaji.
Jak povodné odpadly, tak se objevila nova potiz: nedostatek vody na zavlaZzovani. Podle vesnicanu byla
polovina jejich sad(l odplavena a zbytek bez vody chfadne. Karkop se stale hoji — ale navrat malé Yany
je symbolem nadéje uprostred zkazy.
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Original script

(0:02 - 0:18)

®nephl Swlwl hhdw wpnbU nmwwnhyh wwywhnd gpyned k. Gpp dbswlw® juyywwndtl, pb
hUgwbu £ thpydt gnhtintinhg, Gnp punwdtlp Jh pwluh opwywl Ep: ®nephyl hp 2 pnyptiph htin
Luwnynith gjninnid £ wwpned, htug wylu gynenned, npp Jwjhuh 26-hU wdpnnonyhu Ynpgpb Ep
Jwwl wpwnwehlu wphuwphh hGun.

(0:20-0:59)

«Utn pnnuhlp, Ywntih Ewub), hpw2end Ethpldt gnhtintinhg, dbue sdunwstighue, np gbunp
Uhwlugwudhg wnEug Yyywpwph, hwdtbwju nbwyu yuwhubgwle wdtblu hushg: 36wnn nk Jtp Judnipop
thdb En, hGunn Unp dwdwlwlwynp Ywdnipe Ywnnigbghl, nu JGuge JGp thnpphyhu Jh nphp
gjnLn intnwithnpubghUg... nphwuhg hbwnn Jh 2wpwre Utyh tnwup Juwg, h 2wpwe Ujncuh, hbunn
Unphg Unp Ywdnipony wnnlu pbptghue, hhdw wnpnblu 2 wduwlwu b».

(0:59-1:13)

bul lnwl Jtdtnpu wju wdpnno pupwgenid gjninnud U Juwgt, 30 op Ynhy Gu iy
funuwyncjwl, wnhndh nL gbhuh hbwn: Bwpynihh puwysnithh Wiwhhwn fcwgyuup ywndned £
onh Utio hwyunujwd qynnnd ulntunp ibwynnwpwn BU ogunwagnndty, suwjwd hwplewl Tunn
agjninnd hwg EhU rhund nL wuwnwnh 6wbwwwnphubpny hwugunwd 2wpynth.

(1:14-1:18)
«Ewn wphwyhpep, Ywpbih £ wub, Gpypwowndhg Ef whwynp En.»

(1:18-1:39)

&nLno 300 puwyhy nlubgnn 2wpyniht wnbwnhg wdtUwwwunp wtnnedwd puwlwywintnhg E:
QynLnp hhduwywUu Jwjpnunnct uwwnn ywdnipop thpyby £, dwdwuwlywydnp hGinhnuinbwjhu
Ywunipol Ej wpnbU 2-pnu E. bwhunpnp skp nhdwgb nbn shwunwpundwd Hpbnh wihgubphl:
qnLnnid ophknknhg 2npe 1 wdhu wug wpnbu phy @G 2wn wahunwdnieyniu Yw: UdELwwplnpp
GpGhuwubpl BU Jepwnwpab] wunod E2wpynihh Jupswlwl nGywdwp I6pdhut MEnpnuywlp.

(1:40-2:10)

«Pwywlywupl wphuwwnwle Bup hpwwlwgnt) 1 wdujw pupwgenid, gjninu wdpnnonyhl
Jwent) Gup wnhnuhg, plwywpwlltinp, wyghUtpp, thnnngltinp” wdpnngp Jwent) Gug:
Jdbpwlwluquyb E ElGYwnpwEltpghwl, quguwdwwnwlwpwpnedp, fudBine onipp, hhu Ynjninh,
suwjwd bwhuwwnbuyned EUnpp Yunnigbp: @nnngl £ ibwwwundb, hGunn bwl
Juudwmmwwywunblup.»

(2:10-2:24)

QUuywd npwl’ wnwjdd dhwjl 2Euptph yephu hwpybph puwyhsubnl BU qynun yepwnwpab,
wnwohU hwpybpnd wwnbu wnwydd wuhbwn E: 2upynihgh Nnequitibw Uwhbjwlu wpnblu 32
on gjnun t gwihu Jhwju wnnitup onwithnpubint, iywgep hwywpebine hwdwn:
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English script

(0:02 -0:18)

Little Yana is now safe in her grandmother's arms. When she grows up, they'll tell her how she
survived the flood when she was just a few days old. The little one lives with her two sisters in the
village of Qarkop, the very village that on May 26 completely lost connection with the outside world.

(0:20-0:59)

"Our granddaughter, | could say, survived the flood by a miracle. We didn't think the river would
swell up like that so suddenly. Anyway, we were scared of everything. Then, well, our bridge had
collapsed, and then they built a new temporary bridge, and we moved our little one to another
village... After that, she stayed at one person's house for a week, then another's for a week, and then
we brought her home again across the new bridge. She's two months old now."

(0:59-1:13)

Meanwhile, the adults of the house stayed in the village throughout this entire period, battling
humidity, silt, and mud for 30 days. Anahit Revazyan, a resident of Qarkop, recounts that in the
submerged village, food was used sparingly, although bread was baked in the neighboring village of
Shnogh and delivered to Qarkop via forest roads.

(1:14-1:18)
"That calamity, you could say, was even more terrible than an earthquake."

(1:18-1:39)

Qarkop, with about 300 residents, is one of the settlements most affected by the disaster. The bridge
connecting the village to the main highway collapsed, and the temporary pedestrian bridge is the
second one; the previous one couldn't withstand the still-unsettled waves of the Debed River. About
a month after the flood, there's already a good deal of activity in the village. The most important
thing is that the children have returned, says Hermine Petrosyan, the administrative head of Qarkop.

(1:40-2:10)

"We've done quite a lot of work in a month. We've completely cleaned the village of silt — the homes,
gardens, streets, everything. Electricity, gas supply, drinking water, and the old sewage system have
been restored, although a new one is planned. The street has been graveled, and we'll asphalt it
later."

(2:10-2:24)

Despite this, for now, only residents of the upper floors of buildings have returned to the village;
living on the first floors is currently impossible. Ruzanna Mashinyan, from Qarkop, has been coming
to the village for 32 days just to air out her house and collect laundry.
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(2:24 — 2:49)
«Wlupwl oncp Ep igyb winnitup, np wju wwwnl Ep ddb E. bwybe, wywwunh ypw Gplened £ onph hbungn:

anyp, huy ntubihup-sniubihue Inhy pwihtighUpe, Inhy 9ph Ut Ynpwd En: Uhwahl upuinnp pwl
nLuth, np hGwnu lwubinL Eh 2nLlyw wdpnnop ontpp pptig twipwiy. »

(2:49 —2:59)
QynLnnd Ldwl wnbwn s6U hhonid, Jhwjl UGdtphg BU by, np 50-wywultppu £ YGpbnp wjuwbu
wthbphg nnupu BYGE «Uuncd BUT Unpdw £, 9ph tnwpwdp Ybpwnwnpaubug.»

(2:59 - 3:08)
«duwy, Ewn hlus onip Enp, Ewn huy ophtintn Ep, 9nip Ep dtpGuwlbpp dtep, hwd £ wliaplp En nlg Enp
quwihu.»

(3:08 —3:33)

QynLnnid 2winbipp bwle wyghubp, wwnnwunne Swnbp BU Ynpgpbi. nbn Ypwd Juwul
wupnnontpjwdp shwadwsd” whwqwugned 5UT hhdw £ Gpwawnh Junwlagh wnwe Bu: Uuncd BU°
wjghubtph YGup 9npp tnwpwy, Ujneu YEub wnwlg onph snpwlnwd E: NRngUwl 9ncpp henknh
dwdwlwy thincgywd Yuwdpony Ep gynen hwulned, hhdw nnngdwl Jhwy hnyup wuapll k, 6 sk
ywhnyeh, gnyeh nL pwg ywunbnph hGun bwl shwuwd Yhyhu nedwntph ypw Juwgwd pnuqu £
snpwuncd.

(3:34-3:38)
«f@nLqp wpnbl hwulinud £, Uh wugqwd £ wuwwydwl wplwlp Ygwe, np hjncpwuhnpblug....»
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(2:24 —2:49)

"So much water poured into the house that this wall also collapsed. Look, you can see the water
mark on the wall. All our belongings, everything we had, we threw away completely; it was all lost in
the water. | had a lot of garlic that | was going to take to the market, and all of it was swept away by
the water."

(2:49 —2:59)

Residents don't recall such a disaster in the village; they've only heard from elders that the Debed
overflowed its banks like this in the 1950s. They say, "It's normal, we'll get back what the water
took."

(2:59 —3:08)
"Oh, what water it was, what a flood it was! The cars were in the water, and how that rain was
falling!"

(3:08 —3:33)

Many in the village also lost gardens and fruit trees. Without having fully calculated the damage
suffered yet, they're raising the alarm that they're now facing the danger of drought. They say half
the gardens were swept away by the water, and the other half is drying up without water. The
irrigation water used to reach the village via the bridge that collapsed during the flood. Now, the only
hope for irrigation is rain; otherwise, along with the furniture, belongings, and wet walls, the unripe
kiwis and figs left on the trees are also drying up.

(3:34-13:38)
"The figs are ripening already. You absolutely must come again in the autumn so we can treat you..."
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