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SYNOPSIS

Po autech v brnénské pési zéné zlstala pachut: Silniéni zkratka pfes centrum se vraci
chodclim

Komu patfi centra mést? Chodclm, cyklistiim, kolobézkaflim, autdm, nebo vsem
dohromady? Historické centrum Brna se na dva roky stalo pomysinou Petriho miskou, kde se
kvlli chybé magistratu stretli vSichni. Nechtény experiment, ktery do pési zony vpustil tisice
aut, mésto napravilo teprve nyni — ve prospéch chodct. Disledkem jsou stale viditelné
ponicené ulice od tézkych vozl, pozlstatky dopravnich nehod, internetovy katalog Spatné
zaparkovanych aut i pachut po vzdjemné bezohlednosti. Brnénsky pfipad muze byt pfikladem
i varovanim pro jind mésta. Poslechnéte si anatomii toho, co vSechno zpUsobilo jedno
politické rozhodnuti.

The aftertaste left by cars in the Brno pedestrian zone: The road shortcut through the
center returns to pedestrians

Who owns the city centers? Pedestrians, cyclists, scooters, cars, or all together? The historic
center of Brno became an imaginary Petri dish for two years, when everyone clashed due to
a mistake done by the municipality. Unwanted experiment, which let thousands of cars into a
pedestrian zone, city remedied only now - in favor of pedestrians. The result is still visible -
streets damaged from heavy cars, the remains of traffic accidents, an online catalog of poorly
parked cars and aftertaste of mutual ruthlessness. The Brno case can be an example and a
warning for other cities. Listen to the anatomy of what caused one political decision.
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Original script

Komu patfi centra mést? Chodctim, cyklistim, kolobézkarim, autlim, nebo vSem dohromady?
Historické centrum Brna se na dva roky stalo pomysinou Petriho miskou, kde se kvli chybé
magistratu stretli vSichni. Nechtény experiment, ktery do pési zény vpustil tisice aut, mésto napravilo
teprve nyni — ve prospéch chodcl. Disledkem jsou stéle viditelné ponic¢ené ulice od tézkych voz(,
pozUstatky dopravnich nehod, internetovy katalog Spatné zaparkovanych aut i pachut po vzajemné
bezohlednosti. Brnénsky pfipad muze byt prikladem i varovanim pro jind mésta. Co zpUsobilo jedno
politické rozhodnuti, o tom uslysite v nasledujicim pofadu.

OBYVATELKA BRNA: ,,Chodim do prace na Masarykovu 31 kazdy den. TakZe jsem kazdy den ve mésté.
No a ako hrliza teda. Malem mé tu uz kolikrat prejelo auto.”

ASYN: Masarykova ulice — ndmeésti Svobody — Rasinova. Oficidlné pési zéna. Posledni dva roky ale spis
skoro kilometrova souvisla zkratka pro fidice, ktefi se cestou pres historické jadro vyhybali provozu
na malém méstském okruhu. Anebo taky parkovisté pro Soféry, ktefi auto klidné odstavi na chodniku
mezi vylohou obchodu a tramvajovymi kolejemi.

UCASTNICE DOPRAVNI NEHODY: ,,Bylo to rano o pdl devaté. Sla jsem po ulici Orli ve sméru k Zelnému
trhu. Sla jsem po pravé strané z drogerie. Bylo pomérné dobfe vidét, Ze nahofe stala dvé auta. Byla
zaparkovana. To si vybavuju.”

ASYN: Pod Zelnym trhem stojim se Zenou, ktera chce zUstat v anonymité. Letos v kvétnu ji tady v pési
26né srazila dodavka. Uvniti nikdo nesedél. Ridi¢ ji jen $patné zabrzdil.

UCASTNICE DOPRAVNI NEHODY: , To auto pfijelo ne¢ekané zprava. A protoze nemélo pustény motor,
tak nebylo slySet. Narazilo do mé zprava a srazilo mé do vylohy, do které jsem narazila bokem a
hlavou a spadla jsem na zem. To auto se nastésti odrazilo od rohu té vylohy zpatky, takze mi vlastné
neubliZilo nastésti moc.”

ASYN: Zena neutrpéla vaina zranéni, ale velky $ok. Stojime kousek od mista nehody a okolni
projizdéjici auta jsou ji evidentné neptijemna. Drii se nervozné za loket. Obchod doted svou zni¢enou
sklenénou vylohu neobnovil. Zakryl ji deskou s reklamou a napisem: Véci, které vas rozesméji.

UCASTNICE DOPRAVNI NEHODY: ,0d té doby jsem se velmi bala do centra Brna vratit. Mdm dvé
déti, takZe pfi kazdém prechazeni ulice... a o pési zoné viibec nemluvim, tam jsem si netroufla
dlouho. Bojim se.”

ASYN: Problémy zacaly v zafi 2018. Tehdejsi vedeni Brna zménilo systém vjezd( do historického
centra. Stala se z néj jedna prijezdna zéna. Takto to tehdy obhajoval naméstek primatora Richard

Mrazek zvoleny za hnuti ANO.
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English script

Whom do city centres belong to? Are they claimed by pedestrians, cyclists, scooter riders, cars alone
or by all of them together? For two years Brno’s historical centre was turned into an imaginary Petri
dish, in which, due to municipality’s failure, all of them clashed. The city remedied the unwanted
experiment, which opened the pedestrian zone to thousands of cars, only recently — in favour of the
pedestrians. What's left, though, are visibly damaged streets by heavy vehicles, remainders of car
accidents, an online catalogue of badly parked cars and an aftertaste of mutual ruthlessness. The
Brno case can serve both as an example and as a warning to other cities. The following programme
looks into what one political decision may cause.

BRNO RESIDENT: “l walk to work at Masarykova Street 31 every day. That means | get daily
downtown. Well, it’s a disaster, honestly. I've been nearly run down by a car several times.”

ASYN: Masarykova Street — Liberty Square — Rasinova Street. Officially a pedestrian zone. Yet, over
the last two years it turned in a continuous kilometre-long shortcut through the city centre for
drivers who avoided traffic on the inner ring road. Or a parking lot for other drivers who wouldn’t
hesitate to park their cars on the pavement somewhere between shopping windows and tram
railways.

CAR ACCIDENT PARTICIPANT: “It was at 8:30 am. | walked down Orli Street towards Green Market. |
walked on the right as | came out of the chemist’s. | could see quite clearly there were two cars
standing up there. They seemed parked alright. | can recall that.”

ASYN: I'm standing under Green Market with a woman who wishes to remain anonymous. She was
hit by a delivery car on the pedestrian zone in May this year. There was no driver inside the car. He
just didn’t pull the brake correctly.

CAR ACCIDENT PARTICIPANT: “The car came unexpectedly from the right. Since the engine was not
on, it approached inaudibly. It hit me from the right and threw me against the shopping window. |
hurt my side and head crashing against it and fell down. Luckily the car bounced back from the
corner of the shopping window and didn’t hurt me much.”

ASYN: The woman didn’t suffer serious injuries but a tremendous shock. We’re standing at a stone’s
throw from the site of the accident and passing cars make her feel apparently uncomfortable. She’s
holding her elbow nervously. The shop hasn’t repaired its damaged shopping window yet. They just
covered it with an advertisement board that reads: Things that make you laugh.

CAR ACCIDENT PARTICIPANT: “Since then I've been terrified to venture to the Brno city centre. | have
two kids, so every time we’ve crossed the street...not to mention the pedestrian zone, | haven’t had
the courage to go there for a long time. | am scared.”

ASYN: The problems began in September 2018. The then Brno municipality changed the access
system to the historical centre. It became one drive-through zone. Richard Mrazek, the former

deputy mayor, elected for the ANO political party defended the move as follows.
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/zacatek dialogu/
ASYN: Je to néjakd chyba systému, nebo to prosté neslo nastavit jinak?

RICHARD MRAZEK, politik: , Tak vy pokud chcete zajistit prijezd v této oblasti, tak to jinak udélat
nelze.”

ASYN: Bojite se, Ze toho lidé budou zneuZzivat? Nebo nebudou?

RICHARD MRAZEK: (smich) ,,J4 myslim, Ze to ukaZe &as a jak se k tomu méstu lidé budou chovat...”
/konec dialogu/

ASYN: Stacilo par tydnU a lidé se naudili zkratku pouZivat. Tisice fidicd s povolenim k vjezdu mély
hlidat kamery, jenze magistrat, nyni v ¢ele s ODS, je naplno zprovoznil teprve ted, pfesné po dvou
letech. Stélo to 40 miliond korun. Mezitim kontrolu provadéla méstska policie, kterd ale nemohla
fidice sledovat po celou dobu jejich jizdy. Richard Mrazek - ted' uz jako opozic¢ni zastupitel - chybu
nepfripousti.

/zacatek dialogu/

RICHARD MRAZEK: , Ten problém si ta koalice zpUsobila sama, protoZe ona zrusila ta natizeni
dopravniho charakteru, ktera jsme my zavedli. Oni z toho udélali jednu zénu.”

ASYN: No to ale uz platilo za vas, ta jedna zdna, ne?

RICHARD MRAZEK: ,Ne, ne, ne, ne. J4 protoZe si to uz nepamatuju z hlavy, tak bych nechtél trefit
kozla, ale my jsme tu méli minimalné pét nebo Sest zdn, ve kterych se ti lidé mohli pohybovat.”

/konec dialogu/
ASYN: K Sesti, respektive sedmi oddélenym zéndm se naopak soucasni radni znovu vraci tak, jak

fungovaly pred zménami, které hnuti ANO zavedlo. ZdUvodriuje radni Petr Kratochvil z ODS.

PETR KRATOCHVIL, politik: , KaZdy ¢lovék bude mit opravnéni vjet pouze do jedné specifické oblasti, z
které nasledné vyjede. Neni mozné tim padem krosovat, nebo projizdét tou centrdlni pési zénou.”

ASYN: Radni ke kroku pfistoupili i po natlaku obyvatel. Stovky facebookovychlajki a sdileni si
vyslouzZila tfeba série fotografii divadelniho reZiséra Jitiho Honzirka, ktery v pési zoné z legrace i z
rozcileni stopoval s kartonovymi cedulemi v ruce.
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/beginning of dialogue/
ASYN: Is it some sort of a system failure or were there no other ways of regulating the situation?

RICHARD MRAZEK, politician: “Well, if you want to guarantee the transit through this area, you can’t
do it in another way.”

ASYN: Are you afraid that people will abuse the regulations? Or will they not?

RICHARD MRAZEK: (laughter) “I think time will tell and how people will behave towards the city...”
/end of dialogue/

ASYN: It took people a few weeks to learn how to use the shortcut. Thousands of drivers with access
permission should have been monitored by cameras, but the municipality, now led by the ODS
political party, put them in full operation only now, after two years. It cost CZK 40 million. In the
meantime, the municipal police were in charge of the controls but they just couldn’t monitor the
drivers all along their way. Richard Mrazek — now the opposition representative — won’t admit any
failure.

/beginning of dialogue/

RICHARD MRAZEK: “The opposition themselves created the problem because they annulled the
transport regulations we implemented. They made the area into a single zone.”

ASYN: But, if | get it right, the single zone was already in place during your mandate, wasn’t it?

RICHARD MRAZEK: “No, no, no, no. Since | can’t remember it off-hand, | don’t want to make a wild
guess, but we had five or six zones in which people could move around.”

/end of dialogue/

ASYN: Quite on the contrary, the current counsellors have reintroduced six, or seven to be precise,
separate zones in the form they had been in place before the ANO political party adopted the
changes. The counsellor Petr Kratochvil (ODS) explains:

PETR KRATOCHVIL, politician: “Everyone will have the right to enter just one specific area which they
must then leave. It is thus impossible to cross the areas or drive through the entire central pedestrian
zone.”

ASYN: Citizens pressured the counsellors to agree to this step. Among them the theatre director Jifi

Honzirek, who got hundreds of Facebook likes and shares for his pictures showing him hitchhike with
huge cardboard signs on the pedestrian zone both for fun and out of anger.
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JIRI HONZIREK: ,,Chtél jsem jet do Kufimi, do Adamova nebo do Rosic. Nikdo mné teda nezastavil
bohuzel, ale ty reakce byly docela zajimavy. Nékoho to rozesmalo, nékdo to zase velice rychle

|ll

pochopil a zacal se mracit. Par sprostych slov z otevienych okynek jsem taky slyse
ASYN: Zfejmé nejviditelnéjsi v boji proti takzvané dalnici v pési zéné byla facebookova stranka Mapa
zasobovacich vozidel v Brné, ktera svym ndzvem ironicky nardzela na oblibenou vymluvu nékterych

fidica, Ze do pési zony vezou zboZi a mlZou v ni parkovat. Na strance nékdy pribyvaly denné i desitky
fotek aut, které tam nahraval Briian Marek Lupac.

MAREK LUPAC: ,Vesmés se tam zvefejfiuji fotky takovych aut, u kterych se da odvodit, e skute¢né
nejsou zasobovaci. Jsou to luxusni mercedesy, ve kterych pravdépodobné nikdo nevozi bedny se
zasobovanim do restauraci a tak dale.”

ASYN: Do pési zény v Brné mohla auta zasobovani tehdy i nyni vjet pouze v uréené ¢asy. Dnes je to
mozZné jen rano a dopoledne. Parkovat mimo vyznacena mista fidi¢i nesmi kromé nezbytné nutné
doby pro naloZeni zbozi, které by se mohlo zkazit. Pfesto to néktefi zkouseli, zatimco si davali kavu na
restauracni zahradce. Jako tfeba tento fidi¢ z jednoho obchodu s médou.

/zacatek dialogu/

RIDIC: Prodavacka mi chysta zbo?i. J4 ho naloZim a zase odjizdim.

ASYN: Jo takhle. A mezitim jste byl na zahradce. Nevadi vam, Ze tady parkujete mimo parkovaci
misto?

RIDIC: Vite co je zasobovani?
ASYN: No ja vim, co je zdsobovani, ale vy jste byl na zahradce, tak mé jen zajim3, jestli...

RIDIC: J4 kdyZ pGjdu, ne mi nachysta zbo#i, kdy? plijdu b&hat, nebo se mezitim proletim ve vesmiru,
tak je Cisté moje véc, a kdyZ to bude nachystany, tak ja to naloZim a odjizdim.

ASYN: Aha, a nemohl jste to parko... to auto nechat tfeba na parkovacim misté tam nékde?
RIDIC: Na jakym?

ASYN: No tam jsou parkovaci mista.

RIDIC: No tak jestli mi to zaplatite, tak pojdme.

ASYN: Ja vam nebudu platit parkovani.
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JIRI HONZIREK: “I wanted to go to Kufim, Adamov or Rosice. Unfortunately, no one gave me a ride,
but the reactions were interesting indeed. Some were amused, others got the point rather quickly
and started to frown. | heard a few dirty words out of the lowered windows as well.”

ASYN: The Facebook page The Map of Delivery Vehicles in Brno became perhaps the most
conspicuous fighter against the so called motorway across the pedestrian zone. The name, ironically,
alluded to a very popular excuse of some drivers that they were delivering goods to the pedestrian
zone and were thus entitled to park there. There were days when Marek Lupac, a Brno resident,
uploaded dozens of new pictures of cars.

MAREK LUPAC: “Basically, you publish pictures in which you can tell the cars are not doing delivery.
Such as luxury Mercedes cars, which are very unlikely to be carrying boxes of supplies to restaurants
and so on.”

ASYN: The pedestrian zone in Brno was open to delivery cars, both then and now, only in given
hours. Currently they can arrive only in the morning. Drivers are allowed to park outside marked
parking spaces only for the time absolutely necessary for loading perishable goods. Despite the
regulation, some tried the luck and went for a coffee to a restaurant terrace. For example, this driver
from a fashion shop.

/beginning of dialogue/

DRIVER: The shop assistant is getting my goods ready. | am loading them and leaving.

ASYN: | see. And in the meantime you went to the terrace. You don’t mind parking outside the
parking space, do you?

DRIVER: Do you know what delivering means?
ASYN: Well, I do know what delivering means but you were on the terrace so | just wondered if...

DRIVER: If | go, while the goods are being readied, if | go jogging or fly in the space in the meantime,
it’s just my business. As soon as they’re ready I'll load them and leave.

ASYN: | see, and you couldn’t park... you couldn’t leave the car inside the parking space over there?
DRIVER: Which one?

ASYN: Well there are parking spaces.

DRIVER: Well, if you pay me for that, lets’ do it.

ASYN: | won’t pay your parking fee.
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RIDIC: J4 platim... J4 platim celoroéni poplatek. A ja jsem zasobovani. A ja tady platim tomu méstu
penize. Vite, co jsou modra zény?

ASYN: No to ja vim, co jsou modré zény.

RIDIC: Méte zékladni $kolu?

ASYN: Ano.

RIDIC: A vite, co jsou modry zény?

ASYN: Ano, vim, co jsou modré zény.

RIDIC: Tak to jsou vyhrazend parkovaci mista pro mé.
/konec dialogu/

ASYN: Modré zony takto ale viibec nefunguji. Na néktera auta byla kratka i méstska policie, jak
potvrzuje straznik Miroslav Méstka.

MIROSLAV MESTKA, straznik: , Tady na tom misté zrovna stava vozidlo, které ma velké pneumatiky a
nejde mu nasadit takzvana boticka. Ten fidi¢i pravdépodobné zcela jisté vi, Ze se toho prestupku
dopousti a déld to opakované.”

ASYN: Néktefi Fidici se taky naucili opakované pokuty za parkovani neresit a pockat si na takzvané
spoleéné Fizeni. Za nékolik dni i tydn( nelegalniho stani by nakonec zaplatili jen par tisic korun, coz
mohlo vyjit levnéji neZ celoroéni poplatek za vlastni vyhrazené misto. Ze se to Fidi¢i v p&si zoné naucili
délat, to potvrdil i datovy novinar serveru iRozhlas.cz Jan Bocek pfi analyze loriskych dat méstské
policie.

JAN BOCEK, novinaf: Ve spole¢ném Fizeni v p&si zéné skoncilo asi osm procent viech prestupkd za
Spatné parkovani. Neni to moc, na druhou stranu je to asi dvojndsobek proti tomu, jak se tady tento

institut vyuZiva ve zbytku mésta.”

ASYN: Séf brnénskych strazniki Lubos Oprchal ted' potvrzuje, e méstskd policie je diislednéjsi a déva
ridicam castéji boticky.

/zacatek dialogu/

LUBS OPRCHAL, feditel méstské policie: ,Mnozi Fidi¢i, netvrdil bych, Ze neznaji pravidla silni¢niho
provozu, spis se na to jenom vymlouvaji.

ASYN: TakZe pokud tam stoji tfeba p(l hodiny, tak je asi jasné, ze nevyklada zbozi?
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DRIVER: | pay... | pay the annual fee. | do delivery. | pay money to the city. Do you know what blue
zones are?

ASYN: Well, | know what blue zones are.

DRIVER: Did you go to primary school?

ASYN: | did.

DRIVER: And do you know what blue zones are?
ASYN: Yes, | know what blue zones are.

DRIVER: So these are marked parking spaces for me.
/end of dialogue/

ASYN: However, blue zones do not work like that. The municipal police were sometimes powerless
dealing with some cars, confirms police officer Miroslav Méstka.

MIROSLAV MESTKA, police officer: “A vehicle with large tyres which can’t get wheel-clamped
frequently parks over here. The driver is very likely aware of committing an offence, he does so
repeatedly.”

ASYN: Some drivers have adopted the practice of not dealing with repeat offence, they wait for so
called joint proceedings. Eventually, after days and weeks of illegal parking they’d pay a few
thousand crowns, possibly still less than annual parking fee for a marked parking space. Jan Bocek,
the data journalist at the iRozhlas.cz site analysed last year’s data of the municipal police and
confirmed that the drivers really learned the trick.

JAN BOCEK, journalist: “Roughly 8 % of all illegal parking offences in the pedestrian zone ended in
joint proceedings. It’s not much but compared with the rest of the city this legal instrument is twice

more applied.”

ASYN: The head of the Brno Municipal Police Lubo$ Oprchal confirms that the municipal police are
now being more thorough and give wheel-clamps more often.

/beginning of dialogue/

LUBS OPRCHAL, head of Municipal Police: “Many drivers are, | wouldn’t say ignorant of road traffic
regulations but they rather make their ignorance into an excuse.”

ASYN: If they’re standing there for, say, half an hour, they’re hardly unloading goods, right?
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LUBOS OPRCHAL: ,,Pokud se u toho vozidla nezdriuje nikdo a vozidlo je zaméené, tak se jednd o
statni, pokud ten cas prekro¢i minimalné Ctyfi minuty.”

/konec dialogu/

ASYN: Spatné zaparkovana auta m@ze policie odtahovat, ale jenom v piipadé, Ze brani provozu —
tfeba kdyzZ stoji na tramvajovych kolejich anebo na chodniku. Podle definice v zakoné ovsem v pési
zéné chodniky neexistuiji, i kdyz tak vypadaiji. | proto jsou ted’ ¢asto promacknuté od kol tézkych aut.
Nékolik ulic je v centru viditelné i slysSitelné zdevastovanych, kdyz pfes né jezdi auta.

/kulisa zni¢ené ulice/

ASYN: Kamenné dlaZdice jsou vylamané a déravé, jak si vSima treba Ladislava Blazkova z Ligy
vozickara.

LADISLAVA BLAZKOVA, vozi¢karka: , To vam feknu presné. Tady nékde v téchto mistech byva takova
Spatné ukotvenad kostka dlazebni. Kdyz si toho asistent vozickare nevSimne a nestihne zvednout
predni kolecka, tak vozi¢kar prosté spadne, leti dopredu.”

JANA MACHACKOVA, Briianka: , Ten vymol je tam Fekla bych tak dva mésice. Tam totiz mél osobni
automobil havarku. A stalo se to, jak najel na tu kachlicku, tak ona mu vystrelila do automobilu.”

ASYN: Popsala uz dfive Jana Machdackova, ktera bydli v Koblizné ulici. Tu uz délnici opravili. Na dalsi se
teprve chystaiji.

JANA MACHACKOVA: , Ten hluk, ktery vychazi p¥i projeti jakéhokoliv auta, nebo i nalapnuti ¢lovéka,
tak je strasnej. To jsou rany, ktery vas opravdu budi.”

ASYN: Povoleni k vjezdu do historického centra Brna mélo jesté v 1été 13 tisic aut. Magistrat slibil, Ze
pocty zredukuje. Vysledné ¢islo zatim neni zndmé. Mnohem dulezitéjsi je ale jiny Gdaj, a to Cislo 1
500. Tolik aut denné podle radnice projede pres namésti Svobody. Nova pravidla vjezd( maji tento
pocet snizit. To znamena i vyrazné omezit jednu sluzbu, ktera u lidi v dobé nouzového stavu kvl
pandemii covidu-19 vzrostla na oblibé&. A to rozvoz jidla. Sest stovek aut kuryr( uz do pési zény nesmi,
prednost maji poslicci na kolech, zdlraznuje radni Kratochuvil.

PETR KRATOCHYViIL: ,,Doslo k takové dohodé, 7e bychom je pustili do t¥i oblasti pies drop zény. A pfes
né by si mohli zasobit centrum. Nebudou pusténi do pési zény.”

ASYN: Drop zdny jsou specialni kratkodoba stani po obvodu pési zény. Mésto je zavedlo po dohodé

s firmami jako je Damelidlo, Wolt, nebo Dodo. Jak funguiji, to Fika oblastni manazer sluzby Damelidlo

Petr Polisensky.

PETR POLISENSKY, podnikatel: , Zde by mél kuryr pfijet na okraj pési zény. Zaparkovat vozidlo a do
dané restaurace pro objedndvku dojit.”
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LUBOS OPRCHAL: “If there is no one near the vehicle and the vehicle is locked, it’s parking, if it’s for
longer than four minutes, that is.”

/end of dialogue/

ASYN: Police may tow away illegally parked cars only if they hamper traffic — for instance if parked on
tram railway or pavement. However, as defined by law, there are no pavements in the pedestrian
zone even though they look like that. Thus, they are now dented due to wheels of heavy cars. You
can actually see and hear that several streets in the centre are damaged when cars run over them.

/FX damaged street/

ASYN: The paving stones are broken out and holey, notices Ladislava Blazkova from the Wheelchair
League.

LADISLAVA BLAZKOVA, wheelchair user: “I'll tell you exactly. There’s a badly anchored paving stone
somewhere here. If the assistant of the wheelchair user doesn’t pay attention and doesn’t lift the
front wheels in time, the wheelchair user will simply fall off, dash ahead.”

JANA MACHACKOVA, Brno resident: “The pothole has been there for two months, | guess. A car had
an accident there. As the car drove over the tile, it shot in the car.”

ASYN: Described earlier Jana Machackova who lives in Koblizna Street. The workers have already
repaired it. They are about to start repairing others.

JANA MACHACKOVA: “The noise made by every passing car or even by a person who steps on it is
dreadful. It produces bangs that can totally wake you up.”

ASYN: 13,000 cars were permitted to drive in Brno’s historical centre back in summer. The
municipality promised to limit the number. The final figure is not known yet. But there is another, a
far more important one: 1,500. It’s the number of cars that cross Liberty Square every day. Newly
regulated access is supposed to reduce the number. It also means to limit significantly the service
which gained popularity with people during the covid-19 pandemic: food delivery. Six hundred
delivery cars are no longer allowed to enter the pedestrian zone, bicycle messengers are preferred
instead, stresses Counsellor Kratochvil.

PETR KRATOCHVIL: “We agreed we’d let them enter three areas through drop zones. They might use
these to supply the centre. They won’t be allowed to enter the pedestrian zone.”

ASYN: Drop zones are special short-term parking bays on the perimeter of the pedestrian zone. The
city introduced them after an agreement with delivery companies such as Damelidlo, Wolt or Dodo.

Petr Polisensky, Damelidlo regional manager explains how it works.

PETR POLISENSKY, businessman: “The messenger should drive to the edge of the pedestrian zone,
park the car and walk to the restaurant for the order.”
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ASYN: Pro obyvatele z historického centra to taky znamen3, Ze si pro svou zasilku musi dojit par
desitek metr( pésky. Opozicni zastupitel Richard Mrazek za hnuti ANO to kritizuje jako zruseni
oblibené sluzby obyvatellim. Sami lidé i podnikatelé zavisli na dovazkach zbozi si na novinky teprve
zvykaiji. Jestli zpFisnénim pravidel magistrat skute¢né Vrati centrum chodctim, jak hlasaji méstské

vrv. s

reklamy se zelenymi panacky ze semafor(, ukaZzou teprve pristi tydny.
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ASYN: The residents of the historical centre are also supposed to walk for their orders a few dozen
metres. The opposition representative Richard Mrazek (ANO) criticises this as cancellation of a
popular service for citizens. People and businessmen dependent on goods delivery are still getting
used to the novelties. The following weeks will tell if stricter rules introduced by the municipality can

give the city centre back to pedestrians, as city advertisements with green pedestrian crossing figures
proclaim.
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