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SYNOPSIS

Pro tebe — Jak Zit s virou, kdyz té cirkev nechce?

Jirka je zfejmé jedinym byvalym Fimskokatolickym farafem v Cesku, ktery vstoupil do
registrovaného partnerstvi s jinym muzem. Tom, jeho partner, se od néj nechal pokftit. Spolu
chodi na zakazané mse, ale tfeba i do privodu na Prague Pride. Dokument zachycuje, jak se
obéma dafi bofit predsudky o vife a homosexudlech, ale taky o tom, jak Ziji a jakymi
zkouskami prochazi jejich vira.

For You — How to Live with Faith when the Church Does Not Want You?

Jirka is probably the only former Roman Catholic parish priest in the Czech Republic who
entered a registered partnership with another man. Tom, his partner, got baptised by him.
Together, they attend forbidden holy masses as well as the Prague Gay Pride. The
documentary shows how they manage to challenge prejudice about faith and homosexuals
as well as how they live and what trials their faith has to cope with.
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U Jirky a Toma v byté v kuchyni:

Tom: Jo.
... vysavac (kulisa) Jirka luxuje.

Autorka: Jsme u byvalého farare Jirky doma v kuchyni. VSudy jsou stiepy, Jirkovi se pravé povedlo
rozbit sklenicku.

Tom: Ja pfinesu vlajku.

Autorka: Tak pockej. Pockej, pockej, jesté je, pockej, aZ to prestane vysavat. UZ to mas?
Vysavac ztichne.

Tak Tome jesté musis vidycky, popisuj, to, co délas, jo?

Tom: Jo.

Autorka: JirkQv partner se jmenuje Tom. ...

Tom: Jdu sundat vlajku, kterou jsme vyvésili z balkonu (jde na balkon).

Autorka: Jde pravé na balkon, kde visi duhova vlajka.

Balkon, u Jirky a Toma doma.

Tom: Na prajdovej tejden...

Autorka: Kluci se chystaji na pochod Prague Pride.
..vzit s sebou.

Autorka: Proc ji tady mate?

Tom: (kulisa — Susténi vlajky) Tak jsme si fikali nak, ze kdyz je cely tyden festival Prague Pride, takze se
k tomu tak pfihlasime verejné. (kulisa — sundava vlajku)

Autorka: Ted'si ji tedy vezmete s sebou, jo?

Vezmeme ji s sebou... (kulisa — cinkani susaku)... ono se na ni pfipadné da docela dobfe i sedét na
travé...

Prix Bohemia Radio | Vinohradskd 12, 120 99 Prague 2 | Czech Republic | www.prixbohemiaradio.cz



http://www.prixbohemiaradio.cz/

In Jirka and Tom’s kitchen at their flat:

Tom: Yeah.
... hoover (background) Jirka is hoovering.

Author: We are in the kitchen of former priest Jirka. There are glass shards everywhere, Jirka has
just broken a glass.

Tom: I'll get the flag.

Author: Wait. Wait, wait, wait till he stops hoovering. Have you got it?

The hoover falls silent.

Tom you always have to...describe what you’re doing, okay?

Tom: Okay.

Author: Jirka’s partner’s name is Tom...

Tom: I’'m going to take down the flag we put out the balcony (he goes to the balcony).

Author: He’s going to the balcony where the rainbow flag is hanging.

Balcony at Jirka and Tom’s.

Tom: For the pride week...

Author: The guys are getting ready for Prague Pride.
...to take it with us.

Author: Why have you got it here?

Tom: (background — the flag rustling) We thought that since it’s Prague Pride all week, we’d publicly
acknowledge it. (background — he’s taking the flag down)

Author: And now you want to take it with you?

We’'re taking it with us... (background — tinkling of the clothes dryer)... You can even sit on it on the
grass if need be...
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U Jirky a Toma v byté v kuchyni:

Jirka: Kaficko...

Autorka: Jirka a Tom jdou dnes oslavit letosni svatek lidi s mensinovym sexudlnim zamérenim a
translidi.

Jirka: Italsky pékné... moka... (kulisa — cinkani hrnic¢ka)
Autorka: Takhle jako na posilnénou pred Pride, jo?

Jirka: Je to na posilnénou pred kazdou narocnou cinnosti, ktera nas béhem dne ¢eka obvykle, takze...
(Jirka podava kavu)

Autorka: S Tomem se kamaradim uzZ deset let.

Autorka: Prosim té, das mi mliko? Tome, ke kafi?

Tom: Dam ti, dam ti mliko.

Autorka: Nebo neuznavate mliko ke kafi?

Tom: No... (kulisa — Tom popochazi po kuchyni) My uznadvame vsechno...
Autorka: To mate jako program Zivota?

Tom: My uzndvame diverzitu... (kulisa — zvuk vody ve drezu)

lirka: M0Zes mit i kefir (kulisa — Jirka oplachuje néco ve dfezu)

Hudba (kulisa)

Autorka: Jirka s Tomem vstoupili do registrovaného partnerstvi v lednu 2017. Potkali se pres
seznamku.

U Jirky a Toma v byté u jidelniho stolu:

Autorka: Zkus si na to vzpomenout, jako kdyby to bylo véera.

Tom: Ja jsem v tu dobu, kdy jsme se dohodli, Ze se potkdme, tak ja jsem nevédél, co Jirka déla. A
takZe vlastné pro mé to bylo prekvapeni, kdyZ jsme se dostali na faru v Chocni. A ja jsem zjistil, Ze
Jirka je farar. A moznd pro mé bylo i prekvapeni, Ze mé samotnyho to nijak nevyvedlo z miry. A
vlastné jsme spolu stravili strasné péknej vecer, kdy jsme si povidali, myslim docela dlouho, dlouho
do noci u vinka. CoZ nam z(istalo doted.

Autorka: Probéhlo néco jesté ten vecer?
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In Jirka and Tom’s kitchen at their flat:

Jirka: Coffee...

Author: Today, Jirka and Tom are going to celebrate this year’s festival of people with minority
sexual orientation and transpeople.

Jirka: Lovely Italian... mocca... (background — cups tinkling)
Author: To refresh yourself before the Pride March?

Jirka: To refresh ourselves before every difficult task that’s ahead of us during the day usually, so...
(Jirka hands the coffee)

Author: I’'ve been friends with Tom for ten years.

Author: Please, can you get me milk, Tom, for the coffee?

Tom: I'll give you milk.

Author: Or do you not appreciate milk in coffee?

Tom: Well... (background — Tom walking around the kitchen) We appreciate everything...
Author: Is that your life programme?

Tom: We appreciate diversity... (background — the sound of water in sink)

Jirka: You can even have kefir (background — Jirka rinses something in the sink)

Music (background)

Author: Jirka and Tom entered into registered partnership in January 2017. They met through a
dating agency.

In Jirka and Tom’s flat at the kitchen table:

Author: Try to remember it as if it was yesterday.

Tom: At the time we decided we’d meet, | didn’t know what Jirka’s job was. And so for me it was a
surprise when we got to the parish house in Chocen. And | found out Jirka is a priest. It was also

maybe a surprise for me that | wasn’t disconcerted by the fact. We spent a nice evening together, we

talked for quite a long time till late at night drinking wine. Which is something we still do.

Author: Did anything else happen that night?
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Tom: Ten vecer... ja mam v podstaté pocit, Ze ten vecer nic pfili$ intimniho neprobéhlo... Mam pocit,
Ze jsme se tak jako pfitulili a a pomazlili mozna. Ale myslim si, Ze tim to rozhodné skoncilo. Jako nic,
nic zasadniho vic intimniho nebylo.

LoZnice u Jirky a Toma:

Tom: No.
Autorka: Tak Sup. Jaky tricko?
Tom: Jaky tricko? Ty si chces vzit tohle modry tricko?

Jirka: Hele, ja jsem se sladil takhlenc. Vinovy kalhoty, tmavé modry triko. To by mohlo fungovat. Ale
nevim tedka, co Tom?

Tom: Jo, tak vypadas, jako kdyz jdeS s odpadkama prosté no...

Jirka: Ty bldho!

Autorka: Kluci, vy se, vy se tak néjak, vy nebudete mit Zadny cedule, nic takovyho?
Tom: Ne...

Jirka: Ne, my nejsme cedulovi.

Tom: Ale mame, mame vlajky. (kulisa — cvakne raminko)

Jirka: Mame vlajky a vezmem si je na zada. Jako suprman.

Autorka: Takze jste nikdy nepfemysleli...

U Jirky a Toma v byté u jidelniho stolu:

Tom: Védél jsem to vlastné uz ve chvili, kdyz jsme se rozchazeli a ja jsem, ja jsem dal pokracoval do
Brna. UZ tehdy jsem védél, Ze, Ze jsem nepotkal jen tak nékoho dalsiho, néjakyho dalsiho ¢lovéka, na
kteryho si uz tfeba nevzpomenu nebo se s nim dvakrat potkam a... a... . Ale védél jsem, Ze jsem potkal
nékoho, kdo je velmi zvlastni a pro mé dulezitej.

Jirka: Obvykle to bylo tak, Ze jsem se zamiloval a néjak jsem do toho skocil po hlavé a uzZ to bylo jasny,
tady tim zpUsobem. KdeZto s Tomem to $lo jako by pravé od lesa, Uplné jinak. Nejprve vybudovat si
takové to lidské pratelstvi a, a teprv postupné se v ¢lovéku probouzely nov- hlubsi a hlubsi dimenze a
a to srdicko zacalo tlouci ¢im dal vic, a vZidycky se setkat a ta touha zase se setkat tfeba po tydnu.
Tome, co délas tedka o vikendu, nejedes nahodou pres Choceri? A Tom odpovédél — no a tak mGzu
jet. A (sméje se) a tak zase pfijel. A tak dal. TakZze pak nakonec to bylo, Ze jsme se vidavali skoro kazdy
vikend...

Prague Pride:
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Tom: That night... | think that night there was nothing too intimate... | think we snuggled up, cuddled
maybe. But | think that it definitely ended with that. There was nothing seriously more intimate.

Jirka and Tom’s bedroom:

Tom: Well.
Author: Come one. Which T-shirt?
Tom: Which T-shirt? You want to wear this blue T-shirt?

Jirka: Look, I've matched the colours like this — purple trousers, dark blue T-shirt. That could work.
Now | don’t know about Tom?

Tom: You look like you’re taking out the trash...

Jirka: Oh my!

Author: Guys, are you not going to have posters or anything like that?
Tom: No...

Jirka: No, we’re not into posters.

Tom: But we have flags. (background —a coat hanger clicks)

Jirka: We have flags and we’ll carry them on our backs. Like Superman.

Author: Have you ever thought...

In Jirka and Tom’s flat at the kitchen table:

Tom: | knew it as soon as we said good-bye and | travelled on to Brno. | already knew that | hadn‘t
met just another person of whom | might think sometimes or meet him twice and... But | knew | had
met someone who is very special and important to me.

Jirka: l usually fell in love and jumped in it straight and then it was clear. Whereas with Tom it was
going the other way round, differently. First building a human friendship and then the deeper and
deeper dimensions started to awaken and my heart was beating faster and faster and the desire to
meet up again after a week. Tom, what are you doing this weekend? Are you by any chance going
through Chocen? And Tom said — Well, | could. And (he’s laughing) he came again. And so on. In the
end we saw each other almost every weekend...

Prague Pride:
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Bubny...

Tom: Tak, na Uspéch dnesni akce! (snazi se prekric¢et bubny)
Jirka: Na krasnej Pride!

Huuuuu (bubny)

Moderdtor Prague Pride (kulisa — bubny): TakZe zase zdravime I-boys, ano, skvélé no ale pfichazi opét
nas alegoricky priavod. LGBT véfici. TakZze zdravime vsechny véfici lidi. A ja véfim pratelé, ze i vy

v néco véfite, a je jedno, jestli véfite v Boha, nebo v penize, nebo v lasku, prosté hlavni je, Zze nejste
na to sami a Ze tu viru predavate dal. TakZe zdravime Logos Ceské republiky — LGBT vétici. Ahoj!

Ahoooj! (kulisa — bubny)

Moderator Prague Pride (kulisa — bubny): No a tady mame prvni diskotékovej alegorickej viz. Takze
ja doufam, Ze se vsichni tedka za¢nete vinit a tancit. Takze tan¢ime v rytmu diska...

Tom (snaZi se prekficet hluk): Pojdme asi spiS tamtudy.
Moderator Prague Pride: Holky prdelky poradné provétrejte!

Tom: Ech...

Mse pro homosexualy:

A na zemi pokoj lidem dobré viile... chvdlime té, velebime té! (icastnici mse zpivaji)

Autorka (kulisa — zpév na msi): Toma znam z dob, kdy jsme spolu pracovali v nevladni organizaci.
Kdyz jsem se od néj dozvédéla, Ze chodi s fimsko-katolickym fararem, fikala jsem si, Ze to
nedopadne dobie. Myslela jsem, Ze vstoupil do neperspektivniho vztahu, ktery mu pfinese hlavné
bolest. Jirku jsem tehdy neznala.

U Jirky a Toma v byté u jidelniho stolu:

Jirka: Tak je to tak, Ze ja uz jsem v podstaté byl na té seznamce dlouhou dobu pfed tim. UZ za svych
fimskych studii. V sobé jsem si fikal, Ze vyznadvam, Zze Buh je laska, véfim, Ze Blih je laska, ale sdm
prestavam chapat, co laska vibec je... A vidél jsem, jak strasné vnitiné vysycham a jako by chfadnu. A
tak jsem udélal takovydle experiment, 7e jsem zkusil vtom Rimé potkat par lidi. A musim Fict, Ze mé
to velmi obohatilo. Jak v otazce tfeba pristupu k lidem, k jejich problém{m. Myslim, Ze jsem vic
dozral po vSech strankach. A poprvé jsem pfipustil, Ze by ta moje Zivotni cesta mohla vypadat jesté
trochu jinak, nezZ to, Ze budu do konce Zivota knézem, ktery je vlastné stale sam a dodrZuje ten svij
celibat a je v ném spokojeny.

Mse pro homosexudly, centrum pro seniory:

10
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Drums...

Tom: So, to the success of today’s event! (trying to make himself heard over the drums)
Jirka: To the beautiful Pride!

Hooooo (drums)

Prague Pride host (background — drums): Greeting to I-boys, yes, fantastic, but our allegorical parade
is coming. LGBT believers. Greeting to all believer. | think that you too believe in something and it
doesn’t matter if you believe in God, or money, or love, the main thing is that you’re not alone and
that you spread that belief. So greetings to Logos Czech Republic — LGBT believers. Hello!

Hello! (background — drums)

Prague Pride host (background — drums): And here comes the first disco allegorical chariot. | hope
you’ll all start to sway and dance. We’re dancing in disco rhythm...

Tom (trying to make himself heard): Let’s go that way.
Prague Pride host: Girls, air your bums properly!

Tom: Eh...

Religious service for homosexuals:

And on earth, peace to people of good will... We praise you, we bless you!! (participants sing)

Author (background - singing at service): I've known Tom since we worked together in an NGO.
When | found out from him that he was going out with a Roman Catholic priest, | thought it was
not going to end well. | thought he entered a relation with bad prospects which will only cause
pain. | didn’t know lJirka back then.

In Jirka and Tom’s flat at the kitchen table:

Jirka: In fact | had been on the dating page for a long time before that. Even during my Roman
studies. | told myself that | profess that God is love, | believe that God is love, but | can’t understand
any longer what love means... And | saw how | was drying up inside and wasting away. So | did this
experiment when | tried to meet a couple of people in Rome. | must say it enriched me. In the
approach to people and their problems too. | think | matured in all respects. For the first time |
conceded that my life journey might look different than being a priest for the rest of my life, being
alone, sticking to celibacy and being content with it.

Religious service for homosexuals, a centre for senior citizens:

11
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Vytah... (kulisa)

Autorka (vystupuje z vytahu a potkava Jirku): Ahoj, promin, dobry den, ja se straSné omlouvam,
ahoj, jsem hrozna. ..

Jirka: V pohodé, jesté jsme nezacali....
Dej at cely vesmir... (knéz zpivad)

Autorka (kulisa — zpév): Jirka a Tom v nedéli navstévuji msi, ktera se kona v jednom prazském
centru pro seniory.

Vérné ti slouzi a ustavicné... (knéz zpivad)

Autorka (kulisa — knéz zpiva): Urcena je hlavné pro lidi s mensinovym sexualnim zamérenim. | kdyz
podle organizatori jsou na ni vitani vsichni bez rozdilu.

Amen... (knéz zpiva)

U Jirky a Toma v byté u jidelniho stolu:

Jirka: Zezacatku jsem v sobé vnimal ten velkej rozpor, ktery tam je. Na jednu stranu chvile blaha. A
kdyz ¢lovék zazije ten pocit, ze se sblizil s nékym, kdo ho naplfiuje pocitem lasky, teplem lasky a tfeba
i néjakou perspektivou, ktera se tam muZe otevirat. Na druhou stranu... samoziejmé i takovy....

v druhy chvili pfijde ta kocovina moralni... Kdy si ¢lovék fika: ty jo, tady to prece neni mozny, taklenc
by to nemélo byt... A a ja jsem néco slibil a a tedka jak se teda... jak se teda s tim vyrovnat, jo, jak to
Fesit. Kde je ta cesta. Takhle, Kdy? jsem se vratil po studiich v Rimé&, kdy? jsem se vratil do Cech, tak
jsem si myslel — ok, tam jsem si udélal takovy experiment, Ze jsem poznal vic sdm sebe, poznal jsem
vic, jak to chodi mezi gayi, navazal jsem nékolik tfeba zajimavych kamaradstvi a tfeba i jeden vztah
kratkodobej nebo tfimésicni treba, jsem si tam proZil. Ale ok, tak tedka ale zac¢indm znova jako by nic,
a, na novym misté, s novou chuti, s novyma ndpadama. Tak chci zacit a prosté chci Zit jako knéz a
hotovo. A véfim, Ze to pujde.

Mse pro homosexualy, centrum pro seniory:

Knéz: BoZe, ty ndas sytiS pramenem Zivota, a volas nds, abychom vérné slouzili Kristu, krali nebe i
zemé. Pomahej ndm, at v této sluzbé vytrvame az do konce, abychom mohli spolu s nim vécné Zit, v
nebeském kralovstvi.

U Jirky a Toma v byté u jidelniho stolu:

Jirka: Ta prace je nadherna. Myslim, Ze se mi i dafilo. Ale ve chvili, kdy clovék v sobé nosi néjaky
takovy rozpor vnitini, velkou vnitini tfeba i touhu nenaplnénou a velky vnitfni smutek z té samoty a
takovou nespokojenost z toho, Ze ¢lovék nemUZe na venek fict vSechno o sobé, a musi si ¢lovék drzet
spoustu véci jako tajemstvi pro sebe, tak to je néco, co ¢lovéka vyCerpdva taky. A ja jsem védél ze, uz
po téch tfeba 15 letech nebo 14 letech toho byti knézem tak uz mi dochazeji sily na to a potrebuiji
néjakou zasadni zménu. (kulisa — knéz mluvi na msi)

12
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Lift... (background)

Author (getting off the life and meeting Jirka): Hi, sorry, hello, I’'m really sorry, I’'m terrible...
Jirka: It's okay, we haven’t started yet....

May the whole universe... (the priest is singing)

Author (background - singing): On Sundays Jirka and Tom go to a mass that takes place in one
centre for senior citizens in Prague.

Dutifully serving you and ceaselessly... (the priest is singing)

Author (background - the priest is singing): It is primarily for people with minority sexual
orientation. According to the organisers though, everyone is welcome.

Amen... (the priest is singing)

In Jirka and Tom’s flat at the kitchen table:

Jirka: At the beginning | sensed the great discrepancy there. On the one hand, moments of bliss. And
the feeling you have become close to someone who fills you with feelings of love, the warmth of love
and also the perspective that can open up. On the other hand... of course also... in the next moment
comes the moral hangover... When you tell yourself: it’s not possible, it shouldn’t be like this... and
I've promised something and now... how do | come to terms with it, how to solve it. Where is the
way. When | returned to the Czech Republic after studying in Rome, | thought — okay, | did an
experiment there, | got to know myself better, | learned how it works between gays, | made a few
interesting friendships and | had one short, or three-month relationship. Okay, but now | start over as
if nothing has happened, in a new place, with a new fervour, with new ideas. | want to start, | want to
live like a priest and that’s it. | believe it will work.

Religious service for homosexuals, a centre for senior citizens:

Priest: Lord, thou feed us with the spring of life and call upon us to serve Christ, the king of heavens
and earth. Help us persevere in this service to the end so that we may live together with him in the
heavenly kingdom.

In Jirka and Tom’s flat at the kitchen table:

Jirka: The work is wonderful. | think | was quite good. But when you carry an inner discrepancy, a
great inner desire that is not fulfilled and a great inner sadness from the loneliness and a kind of
dissatisfaction from the fact that you can’t openly say everything about yourself and need to keep a
lot of secrets, that’s something that tires you out. | knew after those 15 or 14 years of being a priest
that my strength was running out and that | needed a fundamental change. (background — priest
talking at a mass)

13
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Knéz: Za ty kameny té cirkve...

Autorka: A jak jsi tedy od toho pocitu, Ze potifebujes zménu, dospél k tomu, Ze prosté pajdes na
seznamku a Ze ptijdes na seznamku hledat muze...

Jirka: Tak to byla jedna z cest, jak to fesit. Mozna taky poznat vic prostiedi gay(, ke kterym clovék
patfi. To jsem si uvédomil nékdy béhem svych vysokoskolskych studii, Ze to mam takhle. A jakkoli
tfeba vic jak deset let se mi dafilo dodrzovat pozadavky, které jsou na knéze kladeny — véetné slibu
Cistoty — to znamena, Ze ¢lovék nebude mit ¢lovék zadny vztahy, hlubsi, konkrétné zvlast sexualni, tak
to se mi dlouhou dobu dafilo, ale néjakym zplsobem to télo mé zacalo dobihat a ta potreba srdce
taky prozivat tu dimenzi intimity a a spolecnosti, hlubokého spolecenstvi s nékym dalsim, tak se s tou
blizici se Ctyficitkou zacala velmi silné hl3sit a...

Mse pro homosexualy, centrum pro seniory:

Autorka: Si mozna budu tocit, jak si to tak hezky balite... (kulisa — pFistupuje ke stolu, kde lezi
bedna na potfeby pro msi, cinkani predmétu)

Autorka: Jirka po msi pomaha jahnovi Jaroslavovi balit.

Jirka: celej kostel se vejde do jedny bandnovky, to je dobry... (kulisa — pomaha balit)

Autorka: Jaroslav uz by pfi msi asistovat nemél. Cirkev ho zbavila povéreni. (kulisa — cinkani véci)
Jirka: Kalich, miska, eeee, néjaky konvicky tady, svicky, hostie, misal... (kulisa — Jirka popisuje)
Autorka: Jaroslav ale spolu s knézem Davidem porada mse pravé pro sexudlni mensiny.

Jahen: Ano, cirkev vi, Ze tady jsou ty mse, eeeee, mame to zakazany je délat. (kulisa — cinkani) A
presto je délame — protoZe si myslime, Ze to, co délame, tak by cirkev méla délat. A bude jednou
délat. To znamena Uplné normalné bez bez jakychkoliv okolkd nebo bez jakychkoli bez jakéhokoli
zdrahani se vénovat prosté lidem, ktefi maji specificky pastoracni feknéme potreby. Jo. Takle to
prosté délame. (kulisa — bali véci)

Autorka: No a kdyzZ vlastné je to zakazané... Ono se to da zakazat délat msi?

Jahen: M(zZe... (kulisa — Susténi véci pfi baleni) biskup mize zakazat vykon bohosluzeb na svém
vlastnim Gzemi, Ze jo, na Uzemi diecéze.

Autorka: A jak vy se s tim vyrovnate, Ze to teda porusujete?

Jahen: Uplné feknéme mozna jednoduse, ale spravedlivy zakaz nevaze. Zakaz(i v dobé& komunismu,
v dobé totality byla cela fada a nebylo spravedlivé je poslechnout. To znamen3, ve chvili kdy ta vlada
vyda nespravedlivy zakaz, kdy biskup vyda nespravedlivy zakaz, takovy zdkaz nema platnost, jako

z etickyho hlediska.
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Priest: For the stones of the church...

Author: And how did the feeling of needing a change develop into the decision of joining a dating
page to search for a man...

Jirka: It was one way to solve the situation. Maybe to get to know the gay scene more. | realised this
sometime during my studies that it's my situation. Although | was able to fulfil the requirements
placed on priests for over ten years — including the oath of celibacy — this means that you don’t have
any other relationships, deeper ones, specifically sexual ones, and | managed this for a long time, but
at some point my body and my heart started to catch up with me and the need to experience the
dimension of intimacy and society, of a deep society with someone else, that feeling started to
present itself as | was nearing my fortieth birthday and...

Religious service for homosexuals, a centre for senior citizens:

Author: | think I’'m going to record you packing... (background — approaching the table with a box
with things necessary for the mass, clinking of objects)

Author: Jirka helps the deacon Jaroslav pack up after mass.
Jirka: The whole church fits into one banana box, that’s great... (background — helping pack up)

Author: Jaroslav shouldn’t assist at the service. The church took away his authorisation.
(background — clinking things)

Jirka: The chalice, the bowl, a couple of jugs here, candles, wafers, missal... (background — Jirka is
describing)

Author: But Jaroslav and priest David organise services for sexual minorities.

Deacon: Yes, the church knows the services take place here, we are forbidden to do them.
(background — clinking) And yet we do them — because we think that what we are doing is what the
church should be doing. And it will be doing it one day. That means without any ado or without
hesitation it will engage with people who have specific pastoral, let’s say needs. Like this it’s us who
do it. (background — packing things)

Author: Well, and as it’s forbidden... Is it possible to forbid someone to do a mass?

Deacon: It is... (background — rustling of things) the bishop can forbid the performance of church
services in his district, in the diocese.

Author: How do you deal with the fact that you breach this?

Deacon: Let’s say in a simple way, an unjust prohibition is not binding. There were many prohibitions
during the Communist era, in the totalitarianism and it wasn’t just to obey them. This means that
when the government issues an unjust ban, or the bishop issues an unjust ban, such a ban is not valid
for ethical reasons.
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lirka: No, takZe jdeme posedét, popit néjaky pivecko, vinko (kulisa — cinkani klict) do Q kafé. Takze
pojdte s nama, jestli chcete. Jak jakkoliv. UZ jste byli nékdy v gay baru?

Autorka: Ne.
Jirka: No tak pojdte. (kulisa — smich, postupné lidi odchazeji)

Autorka: Jirka o opusténi sluzby v cirkvi poprvé zacal premyslet, kdy mu bylo 33. Rozhodl se o pét
let pozdéji, kdyZ Toma jeSté neznal. A svéfil se s tim mamé.

U Jirky a Toma v byté u jidelniho stolu:

Jirka: To bylo pravé v téch mych vosma-tficeti zhruba...
Autorka: Ona nic netusila?

Jirka: Tak na to jsem se ji taky ptal. (sméje se) Jestli, jestli, jestli to védéla nebo nevédéla. Ona fikala
tak Ze tak jako padesat na padesat ale. Ale v téch osmatficeti vlastné, tak jsem pravé, kdyz uz jsem se
rozhodl, Ze teda budu odchdzet z té sluzby, a vlastné nikomu jsem to nefikal, jenom opravdu takhlenc
v rdmci rodiny. Tak jsem pravé rikal, jestli by bylo mozny pak néjak vyresit tfeba néjakou moji
konkrétni potfebu néjakého bydleni (sméje se) a tak. A a jenom tak jako mezi feci — ale ale vnoucata
ode mé necekej, protoze, protoze to mam takhle (usmiva se). Tak mamka se zachovala jako ta
nejlepsi mama na svété. A prosté mi dala najevo, Ze Ze prosté jsem stdle jeji syn a a Ze za mnou
naprosto stoji a bere bere to vSechno takové, jaké, jaké to je. A tak jsem pochopil, Ze mam Uplné tu
nejlepsi mamu na svété. A druhy den rdno jsem pak Sel, to byla nedéle, tak jsem pak Sel, pfijel jsem
do, do té do své farnosti a Sel jsem do kostela UplIné s takovou Uplné Uzasnou radosti v srdci, Ze i
nakonec materska laska, zvlast v urcitejch chvilich, je obrazem lasky, v kterou véfime, Ze ji nachazime
v nebi.

Tom: Mé pfijde, Ze pro moji mamu (usméje se) bylo vlastné mnohem vétsi bomba, nez to, Ze jsem ji
fekl, Ze jsem gay, tak to, kdyZ jsem ji fekl, Ze mym partnerem je katolickej knéz, a notabene to, Ze
prosté ja sam do toho kostela chodim, protoZe sam to tak citim. A s tim vlastné souvisi to, Ze ja jsem
asi svoji mameé nikdy nefekl, Ze jsem pokiténej. A, avlastné ja (usmiva se) jsem pokiténej. Protoze ja
jsem prosté nechal pokftit. A takze...

Autorka: M3, mama to nevi?

Tom: A vlastné mama to asi nevi... ProtoZe (smich) protoZe vlastné tim, Zze moje mama je Uplné jako
mimo to prostiedi ty viry a je i mimo moje néjaky prostredi viry. Ackoli se bavime jako by o vSsem. Tak
o ty vife se bavime ve smyslu toho, jako Ze ji feknu, jo hele v nedéli vecer ja nemdzu, ja jdu na msi
jako, a ona rekne, jo jo jasny, tak se domluvime na pondéli. V tomhle smyslu se bavim se svoji
mamou o svy vire.

Gay bar:

Hrusku, jabko.... (kulisa — ¢isnik obsluhuje)
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Jirka: So we’re going for a beer, wine (background — keys clinking) to Q café. Come with us if you
want. Whatever. Have you ever been to a gay bar?

Author: No.
Jirka: Come along then. (background — laughter, people gradually leave)

Author: Jirka started thinking about leaving his church service when he was 33. He decided five
years later when he didn’t know Tom yet. And he confided in his mum.

In Jirka and Tom’s flat at the kitchen table:

Jirka: It was when | was around 38...
Author: Did she not suspect anything?

Jirka: | asked her that too (laughing). Whether she knew it or not. She said it was fifty fifty. But when |
was 38, when | had already decided | would leave the service and | didn’t tell anyone, only within my
family. | said whether we could somehow work out my housing (he’s laughing) and so on. And just
like that | said — but don’t expect any grandchildren from me, because I’'m like this (smiling). My mum
reacted like the best mother ever. She just made it clear that I’'m still her son and that she supports
me and takes things as they are. So | realised | have the best mum in the world. The next day, it was
Sunday, | went to my parish with a fantastic joy in my heart that even motherly love, especially at
certain moments is an expression of love which we believe we can find in heaven.

Tom: | think that for my mum (he smiles) it was a much bigger shock when | told her that my partner
is a Catholic priest, than when | told her I’'m gay. Even more so when | told her | go to the church
because that’s how I feel it. Another thing is related to that is that I've never told my mum that | was
christened. And in fact (smiling) | am christened. | decided to get christened. So...

Author: Your mum doesn’t know?

Tom: And | think my mum doesn’t know it... Because (laughing), because my mother is outside the
circles of faith and she is also outside my circles of faith. Although we talk about everything. We talk
about faith only when | tell her that | can’t do something on Sunday evening, because I'm going to a
mass and she says, Sure, we’ll do it on Monday. This is how | talk about my faith with my mum.

Gay bar:

Pear, apple.... (background — the waiter attending)
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Autorka: Po msi jdou ucastnici vétSinou na pokec do gay baru. Probiraji, co nového, taky se
seznamuji. Mluvi i o svych zkusenostech s cirkvi a se svou orientaci. (kulisa — zvuky v baru)

Hudba...
Uc&astnik m3e: Ja jsem tfeba svymu farafi, predtim je$té nez jsem pokiténej byl, tak jsem mu to Fek....
Ugastnik m3e: Jo?

Ucastnik mse: A asi a von to prosté jako vzal dobre. Nebo ja jsem tehdy véfil, Ze to vzal dobie. On mi
na to rekl, Ze, mé to jako neurcuje jako ¢lovéka, Ze muzu zit, jak jako chci. Nebo ne. Ne. Ne Ze jako
by...(ftuknuti sklenice o stal). On fekl, Ze i jako gay Ze mGzu Zit dobrej Zivot a Ze na tom to nestoji. A ja
jsem vlastné na zakladé toho potom néjaky dva roky, rok jisté, jsem chodil chodil do kostela. Dokoncil
jsem tu pfipravu na katechumendt. Pak jsem chodil do kostela, citil jsem se tam strasné dobre, jako
Ze mé ten muj pan farar jako Ze mi rozumi. No ale ale potom vlastné jsme néjak dosli k tomu, Ze mi
nerozumél, asi si to rozmyslel nebo tak néjak.

U Jirky a Toma v byté u jidelniho stolu:

Jirka: Prosté ta linie je takovadle, ze zkratka, kdyz ses gay, tak prosté ses urcenej k tomu, abys celej
svlj Zivot byl, Zil v celibatu. Jsou lidi, ktefi to tfeba daji, ktefi tfeba opravdu tfeba i svym nastavenim
tak tak jsou schopni to zvladnout a klobouk doli pfed nimi taky. Ale nemyslim si, Ze tohlenc to je
néco, co by se povinné mélo naordinovat vSem.

Tom: Podle mé Jezis nikdy nemluvil o gayich a nikdy nefikal, Ze prosté gayové to maji mit tak anebo
to maji mit onak. Ale ve chvili, kdy nékdo vytahne pasaz ze Staryho zédkona a rekne, Ze mutzi, ktefi
lehaji s muzi, maji byt prosté zabiti — to je absurdni. ProtoZe to prosté nic nefika o dlouhotrvajicim
partnerstvi dvou muzl v dnesni spolec¢nosti.

Jirka: www.primakluci.cz... (kulisa — Jirka tuka do poditace)
Autorka: TakzZe to je vase stranka...

Autorka: Tom zdstal pracovat v nevladnim sektoru, k tomu ale provadi turisty po Praze. Jirka zacal
s prtvodcovstvim taky. MuZe u toho vyuiit svou italStinu. Spolu ale chtéji délat jesté jednu véc:
pomahat homosexualiim z konzervativnich véficich kruhd.

Jirka: A zaroven taky chce nabidnout urditej servis néjakych tfeba informaci a rad. Mame tady sekci
Pro tebe. Pracovné jsme to nazvali Pro tebe.

Autorka: Uz to tak asi zGstane.

Jirka (kulisa — tuka do stolu): Asi to zlstane, to uvidime. Je tam zatim jenom jeden ¢lanek v této
chvili...

Tom: Ehhh.. si myslim Ze je naprosto zasadni fict lidem, obecng, fict lidem, Ze ve chvili, kdy jsem gay,
tak to neni dGvod pro to, abych se zabil. A to si myslim, Ze je naprosto klicovy.
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Author: After the mass, the participants usually go for a chat to a gay bar. They talk about what’s
new and they get acquainted. They talk about their experience with church and with their
orientation. (background — bar sounds)

Music...
Participant of the mass: | told my priest before | was christened....
Participant of the mass: Really?

Participant of the mass: And he seemed to accept it. Or | thought back then that he accepted it. He
said that it doesn’t determine me as a person, that | can live as | like. Or no. No, no, that like... (the
tap of a glass on the table). He said that even as a gay | can live a good life and that it’s not essential.
And on the basis of that | went to church for two years, or a year at least. | finished the preparation
for catechumenate. Then | went to church and felt really good that the priest understands me. But
then we somehow realised that he hadn’t understood me, or he changed his mind or something.

In Jirka and Tom’s flat at the kitchen table:

Jirka: The doctrine is that if you're gay, you’re destined to live in celibacy all your life. There are
people who can manage, whose predisposition makes them able to manage it and hats off. But |
don’t think this is something to prescribe to everyone.

Tom: In my opinion Jesus never talked about gays and never said that gays should live like that or like
this. But as soon as someone takes a passage from the Old Testament and says that men who lie with
men should be killed — that’s simply absurd. Because it doesn’t say anything about a long-term
partnership of two men in today’s society.

Jirka: www.primakluci.cz... (background — Jirka typing at a computer)
Author: So that’s you webpage...

Author: Tom continued working in the NGO sector, plus he works as a guide for tourists. Jirka
started guiding as well. He can use his knowledge of Italian. Together they want to do another
thing: helping homosexuals from conservative religious circles.

Jirka: At the same time it wants to provide a service of for example information and advice. That’s
why there is a section For You. The working name is For You.

Author: That’s how it’s going to stay.

Jirka (background — knocking at the table): Probably it’s going to stay, we’ll see. At the moment there
is just one article...

Tom: Err.. | think it’s essential to tell people, in general, that when I’'m gay it’s not a reason to kill
myself. And | think that’s really key.
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Jirka: A to je i moje zkuSenost tady tfeba s jednim vlastné kamaradem, kterého zndm od doby, kdy on
byl Uplné malic¢kej. Malicky dité. A jeho rodina prosté ho vlastné odepsala. On ma tedka trvaly
bydlisté na méstskym urfadé. Nebo na mistnim, na obecnim uradé. A, a prosté doma, kdyz pfijede, tak
na néj tak jako koukaj a prosté poradné se s nim nechtéji bavit, aspon to, co tik3, a je to je to tak jako
hodné chladny. A prosté, a jedinou pfic¢inou toho vseho je, Ze je gay.

Autorka: A rodina je vérici?

Jirka: A ta rodina je velmi silné vétici, velmi silné zakotvena praveé jako i v tom prostredi tradicni malé
obce, jo, v podhUfi vlastné Vysociny a jeho rodice maji pocit, Ze kdyby ho pfijali takového, jaky je, a
postavili se za néj, tak Ze vSichni ostatni, Ze Ze si vSechny ostatni znepfratelej.

Autorka: V té obci?
Jirka: V té obci, a v té své rodiné a tak dal...
Hudba (kulisa)

Tom: To, co mé ted nejvic tiZi, neni mUj Zivot vécny, a protoze mi katolicka cirkev fika, Ze bude jako
hodné zatracené Spatnej. Je to, je to to, co ta katolicka cirkev déla vici tém ostatnim lidem. To je to,
co mé jako vlastné mé strasné Stve, a to je to, co bych chtél zménit a i za cenu néjakého aktivismu

v tyhlety oblasti...

Hudba (kulisa)

Tom: A koneckoncu jako at si cirkev trhne nohou, co se tyka myho vztahu s Bohem, to je moje véc a
ja jsem schopnej se s tim velmi dobte vyporadat, podle mé... Takhle to kazdej nema. A ve chuvili, kdy
prosté je nékdo dospivajici teenager, kterej si uvédomi, Ze je gay, a vokolo sebe ma jen konzervativni
katoliky, tak si myslim, Ze on je ten zranitelnej. Jo...

U Jirky a Toma v byté. Jdeme ke knihovné, Jirka rozsvéci:

Jirka: TakZe tady rozsvitime... Aaaa... tuhle knihovnu jsme vlastné teprv nedavno takhle dali do kupy.
Stéhovali jsme se uz pred mnoha mésici, ale... (kulisa — rozepinani zipu) knihovna néjak jako trochu
zaspavala. Doted ka jsem se hodné, hodné jsem studoval ty véci kolem Ceskych déjin a kolem Prahy.
Takze tedka tady mame... tady vidiS spoustu ridznejch knih, tfeba i v jinejch jazycich, takovy priavodce.
No a tady je ta bible... (kulisa — Susténi stranek)

Autorka: To je ktera?

Jirka: Tady tohlenc to je zrovna Ceskej ekumenickej preklad. (kulisa — Susténi stranek) To je bible,
kterou jsem dal Tomovi. Aby mél taky celou bibli. TakZe tady mame vlastné spolecnou...

Autorka: TakZe on nemél pred tim bibli?
Jirka: On pred tim nemél bibli. No. (smich)

Autorka: Ctete si spolu?
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Jirka: That's my experience for example with one friend whom I've known since he was little. A baby.
His family wrote him off. Now he has official domicile at the town hall, the local municipality. At
home, when he arrives they stare at him, they don’t want to talk to him, or from what he says it’s
really a cold treatment. And the only reason is he’s gay.

Author: His family are religious?

Jirka: The family is deeply religious, very strongly anchored in the environment of a small traditional
village in the foothills of Vysocina and his parents think that if they accepted him as he is and stood
up for him that they would alienate everyone else.

Author: In the village?
Jirka: In the village, in their family and so on...
Music (background)

Tom: What weighs on me now the most is not my eternal life, because the Catholic church says that
it’s going to be really bad. It's what Catholic church does to other people. That’s what really makes
me angry, what | would like to change even by being actively involved in this field...

Music (background)

Tom: After all, the church can go stuff itself when it comes to my relationship with God, that’s my
thing and I'm able to come to terms with it very well | think... That’s not how it works for everyone.
And when a teenager realises he’s gay and he only has conservative Catholics around, | think he's
vulnerable. Yeah...

In Jirka and Tom’s flat at the kitchen table:

Jirka: We'll turn the light on... And... we’ve only put this library together recently. We moved a long
time ago, but... (background — unzipping) the library took long. So far we have... as you can see there
are many books in different languages, guide books. And here is the Bible... (background — pages
rustling)

Author: Which one is it?

Jirka: This one is a Czech ecumenical translation. (background — pages rustling) This is the Bible | gave
to Tom. To have a whole Bible. We have a shared...

Author: He didn’t have a Bible before?
Jirka: He didn’t have a Bible. (laugter)

Author: Do you read together?
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Jirka: Eeee, necteme si spolu. (usmiva se) Abych fekl pravdu, tak ja se bibli vénuju spis tak vZidycky
jednou za tejden kolem nedéle. Eeee, rad si prectu cteni, ktery prichazej na tu nedéli. Budto pred tim
nebo prosté pri ty bohosluzbé, ¢lovék ji slysi a pak treba jesté se k tomu ¢lovék mize vratit.

Autorka: Tadle ta... tahle ta je takova specidlni, protoZe ona se dd zapnout na zip.

Jirka: No, to je takovy Sikovny vyddani na cesty. Jenze, Ze jo, to zase, uz dneska, kdyz ma ¢lovék mobilni
telefon nebo placi¢ku velkou, tak v podstaté mas bibli tam, jo. TakZe uZ ji netahdme s sebou. Ale ve
chvili, kdy tfeba ¢lovéka néco napadne nebo tak, tak jako, tak si tak si otevie néco néjake;j...

U Jirky a Toma v byté u jidelniho stolu:

Autorka: Sice gayové a lesby chodi v nedéli vecer na svou vlastni bohosluzbu, protoze nechtéji
poslouchat néjaké nardzky a vycitky, ale tys ty teda mas za to, Ze to nebude teda dlouho trvat.

Jirka: Ja jsem presvédcenej, Ze v horizontu, nevim, nedokdzu posoudit, jestli dvou let, péti let, deseti
let, tak se mnoho véci zméni. | zvlast tady v Cechéch. A e se ndm véem bude mnohem jako by lip
dychat.

Autorka: A z ¢eho vychazi to tvoje presvédceni?
Jirka: Z optimismu.

Jirka: Ne, tak tak jako, uz jenom to, Ze prosté fakt jako znadm spoustu dobrejch knézi, ktefi jsou jako
mnohem vic otevieni. A ve chvili, kdy tfeba i my s Tomem a pak jako i dalsi lidi, prosté gayové se
nebudou stydét a nebudou se bat hovofit o svém o svém Zivoté, tfeba i s lidma z cirkve, s véficima, s
knéZima, tak najednou prosté spousta z téch jako by toho nepochopeni a téch predsudkid padne.
Tahle véc se neda zastavit. Je to proména. Nakonec je to véc boZi, a neni to véc nase. At bih sam si
v lidskych srdcich prosté udéla ten prostor a véfim tomu, Ze... boZi duch neni prosté néjakej mrzak a
vérim, Ze JeZis Kristus taky nebyl Zadnej pfizdisrac¢ a a Ze my jsme ndsledovniky tohodle JeZise Krista,
ktery dal svij Zivot a nebal se.

Hudba (kulisa)

vo vrs

Autorka: Jirka je jeden z mala byvalych faraia fimsko-katolické cirkve, ne-li jediny, ktery v Cesku
vstoupil do registrovaného partnerstvi. Ted jsou Tom a Jirka-spolu uZ tfi a ptil roku a doufam, Ze
jim to bude fungovat i dal.
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Jirka: Err, we don’t read together. (smiling) To be frank | devote my time to the Bible usually once a
week around Sunday. | like to read the part that is coming that Sunday. Either before or during the
service, you listen to it and then you can go back to it.

Author: This one... this one is special, because you can zip it up.

Jirka: It’s a handy travel issue. But today, when you have a mobile phone, or the flat screen, you have
the Bible there. So | don’t cart it around any longer. But when you get a thought or something, you
can open a...

In Jirka and Tom’s flat at the kitchen table:

Author: Although gays and lesbians go to their own service on Sunday night, because they don’t
want to listen to insinuations and accusations, but in your opinion it’s not going to take long.

Jirka: | believe that in the horizon of, | don’t know, | can’t tell whether two years, five years, ten
years, many things will change. Especially here in the Czech Republic. And that we all will find it
easier to breathe.

Author: And what is this trust of yours based on?
Jirka: On optimism.

Jirka: No, just the fact that | know a lot of good priests who are much more open. And when we, Tom
and | and then other people, in short gays will not feel embarrassed and won’t be scared to speak
about their lives, even with people from the church, with believers, with priests, suddenly a lot of the
misunderstanding and prejudice will fall. This thing can’t be stopped. It’s a change. In the end it’s a
God'’s thing, it’s not our thing. May God make space is people’s hearts and | believe that... the Holy
Spirit is not a wretch and | believe that Jesus Christ wasn’t a coward and that we are the followers of
Jesus Christ who gave his life and wasn’t scared.

Music (background)

Author: Jirka is one of the few former Roman Catholic priests, if not the only one, who entered into
registered partnership in the Czech Republic. Tom and Jirka have been together for three and a half
years and | hope things will continue to work well for them.
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