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Driuzové na Golanach se louci se zabitymi
détmi pri raketovém utoku

Druze in Golan Heights say goodbye to
children killed in rocket attack
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SYNOPSIS

Druzové na Golandch se louci se zabitymi détmi pfi raketovém ttoku

Silna reportaz z okupovanych Golanskych vysin o obrovské lidské tragédii. Zpravodaj Ceského rozhlasu
na Blizkém vychodé natdcel na misté louceni s détmi zabitymi pfi dopadu rakety na fotbalové hristé. V
pfispévku zaznamenal nejen vypovédi o samotném nestésti, ale taky vali lidi zGstat navzdory nebezpedi

na misté. Reportaz plnd emoci, ktera je ale zaroven citliva k obétem i pozlstalym.

Druze in Golan Heights say goodbye to children killed in rocket attack

A powerful story from the occupied Golan Heights on a huge human tragedy. Czech Radio
correspondent in the Middle East recorded a farewell for children killed when a rocket hit a football
field. In the reportage, he shoots not only the testimonies about the disaster itself, but also the will of
people to stay in place despite the danger. The story is full of emotions, but is also sensitive to the

victims and survivors.

Druzové na Golandch se louci se zabitymi détmi pfi raketovém ttoku

Silna reporta? z okupovanych Golanskych vysin o obrovské lidské tragédii. Zpravodaj Ceského rozhlasu
na Blizkém vychodé natdcel na misté louceni s détmi zabitymi pfi dopadu rakety na fotbalové hristé. V
pfispévku zaznamenal nejen vypovédi o samotném nestésti, ale taky vali lidi zGstat navzdory nebezpedi

na misté. Reportaz plna emoci, ktera je ale zaroven citliva k obétem i pozistalym.
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Original script

Pohiebni privod ulickami mésta Madzdal Sams vedou vousati driziti duchovni s bilymi turbany. Za
nimi jdou na mistni hibitov placici blizci détskych obéti a muzi pak nesou nevelké bilé rakve. Na nich
jsou fixou napsana jména. Uzka ulice méste¢ka v nadmorské vysce 1200 metr( je Uplné plna.
Madzdal Sams je obyvany vyhradné arabsky mluvicimi drazy, tedy ptisludniky etnicko-nabozenské
mensiny.

,Je to pro nds naprosty Sok a velka nespravedlnost. Tohle se tu stalo poprvé. Silny dder pfimo do
lidi.” Daniel pfichazi s prateli na oficidlni ¢ast pohtbu pfimo na fotbalovém hristi. Sem dorazi i ministfi
izraelské vlady. Na Danielovi a ostatnich je znat nejen smutek, ale i rozhoféeni.

,Zabilo to spoustu déti. Mély prazdniny, nikam nejely, vSude je valka a tak si aspon Sly zahrat fotbal.
Trosku na vzduch.”

Je tu i maminka s malym Ctyfletym klukem. ,Strasné se ted o déti bojim. V noci jsem viibec nemohla
spat. Kluk chtél jit sam ven, ale to se mu ted nedovolila. Mam o né strach.”

Pani Suzan ma dva syny. StarSimu je osm, takZe je to skoro vrstevnik zabitych déti.

,Porad to nem{zu vstiebat, byl to Sok, kdyz jsme se dozvédéli, Ze to zabilo a roztrhalo déti. UZ tu neni
bezpecno, aby se Sly samy projit s kamarady ven.”

Obyvatelé Madzdal Samsu maji r(izné teorie, kdo za smrtelny raketovy Gder mdze. Ale v tuhle
smutnou chvili to pro né neni zas tak podstatné.

,Je vdlka, tak o tom nesmime mluvit. Nevime, jestli to byla chybna raketa z Izraele nebo z Libanonu. A
je to vlastné jedno. Stilet maji vojdci po vojacich, ne po civilistech,” pfipousti Daniel moznost, Ze
raketa byla izraelska.

Madzid ma zase jasno v souladu s informacemi od vlady. ,Urcité to byla raketa Hizballdhu. Jsou to
bandité, ostreluji nas porad. Je to jasné.”

Na hristi povolily dalSimu mistnimu nervy. Opira se do izraelské vlady a spila ji za neschopnost
ochranit zdejsi lidi. Vyzyva také k ni¢ivému atoku proti Libanonu. Mistni i novinafi se schazeji kolem
krateru v umélém travniku fotbalového hristé. Skroucené oploceni je tésné vedle branky, ktera vede
k betonovému krytu. Tam uz ale déti nedobéhly.

,UZ jsem vidéla hodné, ale nic tak hrozného jako tohle.” Noga je vojenska |ékatrka a na misté vybuchu
byla mezi prvnimi.

,Byla to jen jedna raketa, ale silny vybuch. Dvanact déti mrtvych a spousta zranénych. Byly tu
maminky, hledaly vtom vSem ty své déti, plakaly. Tohle si opravdu nezaslouzily.”

Jedno ze 12 zabitych déti se dlouho nedafilo najit. DZala pracuje na zdejsi radnici. ,J& pravé pracuju
na radnici a vec€era jsme hledali skoro v ¢tyfi hodiny, jako rano, na kamerach. To dité, které jsme
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English script

The funeral procession through the streets of city Majdal Shams is being led by bearded Druze
clergymen with white turbans. Walking behind them to the local cemetery are the weeping close
relatives of the child victims. The men are carrying small white coffins with the children’s names
written with a marker on them. The narrow street of the town at the altitude of 1,200 metres is
crowded. Majdal Shams is inhabited solely by the Arabic-speaking Druze, i.e. members of an ethno-
religious minority.

“It’s absolutely shocking and extremely unfair. This is the first time anything like that has happened
here. A brutal strike against people.” Daniel and his friends attend the official part of the funeral at
the local football pitch, where ministers of the Israeli government arrive as well. Daniel and the
others are obviously not only sad but also outraged.

“Lots of children were killed. They had their summer holidays and couldn’t travel anywhere because
there’s war everywhere, so at least they went to play football —to be outdoors.”

There is also a mother with a four-year-old son. “l am now terribly worried about my children. |
couldn’t sleep at night at all. My boy wanted to go outdoors by himself, but | didn’t allow him to. |
fear for them.”

Mrs Suzan has two sons. The older one is eight, so he is almost the same age as the killed children.
“| still can’t believe it. It was a real shock when we learned it had killed and torn children to pieces.
This place isn’t safe anymore. Kids can’t just go out with friends on their own.”

The inhabitants of Majdal Shams have different theories as to who is to blame for the deadly missile
strike. But at this sad moment, it is not so important for them.

“There’s war, so we mustn’t talk about it. We don’t know whether it was a stray missile from Israel or
from Lebanon. And it doesn’t really matter. They should be shooting at soldiers, not at civilians,” says
Daniel, admitting that the missile was Israeli.

Majid thinks it’s clear the information from the government is right. “It must have been a Hezbollah
rocket. They are bandits! They keep bombarding us all the time. That’s clear.”

Another local loses his temper at the football pitch. He criticises the Israeli government, scolding it
for its inability to protect the local people. He also appeals for a devastating attack against Lebanon.
The locals and journalists gather around the crater in the artificial lawn of the football pitch. The
twisted fence is right next to the gateway leading towards a concrete shelter, which the children
didn’t manage to reach.

“I've seen a lot but never anything as terrible as this.” Noga is a military doctor and was one of the
first to arrive at the place of the explosion.

“It was just one rocket but a huge explosion. Twelve children dead and many injured. There were
mothers, looking for their children, crying. They truly didn’t deserve this.”

One of the twelve killed children couldn’t be found for a long time. Djalah works at the town hall. “I|
work for the town hall and yesterday we searched for him for almost four hours —in the morning on
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nemohli najit, naposledy jsme ho vidéli tady. On nikam nesel. Vypada to, Ze ta bomba spadla pfimo

na néj.”

Méste¢ko Madzdal Sams Zilo aZ do sobotniho ve&era poklidnym Zivotem. Ani po obrovské tragédii ale
zdejsi lidé nechtéji o evakuaci ani slyset.

,| kdyby nam nabidli jiné misto, nikam nepUjdeme. Tady Zijeme, tady je nase plda, nase vlast.
Druzové smysli takhle.”

Na rozdil od jinych izraelskych sidel na dostfel od Libanonu se tak tohle mésto nevylidni.

Z Madzdal Sams na Golanskych vysinach Stépan Machacek, Cesky rozhlas.
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cameras. The child who we couldn’t find was last seen here. He didn’t leave. It seems that the missile
hit him directly.”

Until Saturday evening, the town of Majdal Shams lived a peaceful life. However, the locals won’t
hear of evacuation even after this tragedy.

“Even if they offered another place to us, we wouldn’t go anywhere. We live here. This is our
homeland. That’s the way the Druze think.”

Therefore, unlike other Israeli towns within firing range of Lebanon, this town will not become
depopulated.

From Majdal Shams in the Golan Heights, Stépan Machacek, Czech Radio.
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